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IE SDE I DDO EC EE EEE IED TILED 
[NDIAN TREATIES. The treaties concluded 
jast year with the Chippewa, Sioux, and Winne- 
bago Indians, and with the tribes residing in the 
state of New York, were ratified by the senate on 
Monday last. As soon as published we wiil give 
them a place in the “ReGIsTER.” 





Connecticut. The legislature of this state, at 
its recent session, adopted the following resoiution 
in relation to the sub-treasury: 

«Therefore resolved, That it is the will of this 
general asseinbly, that our senators and representa- 
tives in congress vote against said bill, orany other 
containing similar provisions, and use all legal and 
proper ineans to prevent the passage thereof, and 
that they be and hereby are so instructed.” 





AcquiTTALoF RicHarp H. WuitTe. On Thurs- 
day last the jury impanneled to try Richard H. 
White for burning the treasury building in 1833, 
reudered the following verdict, which, after some 
objections on the part of the prisoner’s counsel, was 
ultimately recorded: **We the jury find the priso- 
ner, R. H. White, under the plea of limitations, not 
guilly.” 

Alter the verdict was recorded, Mr. W. L. Brent 
moved the court that the prisoner be discharged; 
aud, the district attorney making no objection, he 
was discharged accordingly. 

Before the jurors lett the court-house, nine of 
them tendered the followinz to White: 

“We the jury, who tried Richard H. White, de- 
clare that nine of us were for acquitting him en- 
tirely of the charge of burning the treasury depart- 
ment, and believed he did not do it; but that three 
of the jurors not agreeing with us, we compromised 
by finding the verdict we did, but would not have 
consented to it had we thought it would have left 
any iinputation upon him as to his innocence. 

‘Washington, June 14, 1838.” 

[Signed by Win. Cleary, B. Cox, Wm. Young, 
W. G. Deal, Matthew Sexsmith, Daniel Hauptinan, 
Remigius Burch, Franklin Little, Leroy Edward.) 

The reporter of the “Intelligencer” states that 
the jury retired at about 3 o’clock on Wednesday, 
with the permission of the court to go home at § 
o'clock in the evening, provided they could not | 
agree upon a verdict; but with directions to assem- 
ble on the next morning, at 8 o’clock, for the pur- 
pose of making a final disposition of the subject. 
Ata quarter past one o’clock on Thursday, they re 
turned the verdict stated above. This was the fourth 
trial of White, and was continued for nine days. 

Banks, Currency, &c. The New York Ex- 
press, of Monday, states that it was currently re- 
ported that the Bank of America has either dis- 
connted a million of dollars of treasury notes, or 
has, by soine arrangement, received treasury notes 
'o that amount, and has placed a million of dollars 
ii specie at the disposal of the government. Itis 
also reported that a large house, in Wall-street, has 
also inade a negociation, by which they part with 
sone two or three millions of their specie to the 
foverniment for their treasury notes. We alluded 
to the fact, some days since, that governinent were 
selling large sums of treasury notes for specie. 
| In relation to the above, the Baltimore Patriot of 
‘honday says: a gentleman in Baltimore conversant 
Wit the recent transactions of the treasury depart- 
mentin the exchange of treasury notes for specie, 
authorizes usto terminate all conjectures on the sub- 
Ject, by stating the fact, that the holders of specie 
in New York tothe amount of one or two millions, 
ve preferred to invest it in treasury notes bearing 
: Per Cent. interest, as exchange on England could 
6 ry sold at less than 84 permium, which results 
a toss of 34 per cent. on the importation. If ex- 

lange should rise to 10, the precious metals will 

*n flow back as the cheapest remittance. All 


“emands on th oa : 
e treasury are now paid in specie 
drafts. y P P 


Sales of stock at Philadelphia, June 13. 
34 shares U. S. Bank, 123 
- ‘* N. Castle & F. Town R. R. Co. 23 1-2 
. Kentucky money market. The Louisville Jour- 
‘lof the 9th instant has the following report on 
4€ honey market: 
e -tchange—Continues to grow better. The banks 
us state are corresponding with those of the 
Yor. LIV.-~-Sre. 16. 
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neighboring states with regard to the resumption to 
specie payments. There is no doubt that all the 
western banks will resume ina few weeks. This 
fact, together with the fact that the banks will 
shortly commence drawing on the proceeds of the 
late large sale of Kentucky bonds, inakes exchange 
droop. Our bank rates are merely nominal. Out 
of doors good checks en New York can be bought 
at3 percert. premium, and on Philadelphia and 
Baltimore at 2. 





ExciTEMENT IN PurLtapeLPHiA. On Friday 
morning the 8th instant, a miserable lunatic, a co- 
lored man, who eseaped on Thursday afternoon 
trom the lunatic department of the alins-house, as- 
sailed one of the Southwark watchmen, named 
Jobn Batts, with a club, in so violent a manner as 
to cause instant death. The mayor and sheriff im- 
inediately instituted an inquiry into the circuin- 
stances, and the result is, that the murderer, as 
above stated, is proved to be in a state of frantic 
lunacy, that he escaped from his cell, his clothes 
bearing the usual alms-house label, showing his 
disease. This event was construed by some evil 
disposed persons into an evidence of an insurrec- 
tionary spirit among the colored population, and 
ap»rebensions of a riot were entertained. A pro- 
clamation from the mayor, however, explaining the 
condition of the murderer, and enjoining good or 
der, had the effect of calming the public mind. 
But on Sunday last the city was again greatly agi- 
tated by another scene of violence and bloodshed, 
in which a negro was tue principal actor. The cir- 
curnstances,as stated in the Inqnirer, were as follows: 

On Saturday evening, between 8 and 9 o'clock, 
while Mr. Francis McKearney, a victualler, resid- 
ing in Seventh street, near Shippen, was standing 
and talking with bis sister in front of his own house 
and Rodgers’ tavern, a negro man came up to him, 
and, without any known dispute between them, 
stabbed hfm with a knife in the abdomen, by which 
he was wounded so severely that he died a few 
hours afterwards at the Pennsylvania Hospital. 

The perpetrator of this foul deed was instantly 
pursued, and, after some difficulty, captured. He 
was forthwith taken to prison, where he awaits his 
trial and the penalty of his sanguinary crime. One 
of the rumors is, that he owed the deceased an old 
grudge, and the other, that he was intoxicated. 

As it was expected that much excitement might 
possibly grow out of the above melancholy affair, 
the authoriiies were on the alert, the sheriff and 
mayor, with a large force under their command, 
being fully prepared to preserve the peace of the 
city which, fortunately, had nut been disturbed. 

CANADA FRONTIER. The last advices from the 
Canada frontier represent both parties as desirous 
to adjust the recent unfortunate incidents in an 
amicable spirit; and we have no doubt but that 
quietness and order will soon be restored. To in- 
sure their continuance, however, the guilty should 
meet with prompt punishment, and the utmost vigi- 
lence be exerted by the authorities of both coun- 
tries, to restrain all persons disposed to widen the 
breach which has untortunately taken place. 


From the N. Y. Commercial Advertiser of Monday. 
It will be seen by the following paragraph, co- 
pied from the Buffalo Journal of Thursday last, 
that an attack was to have been made on some of 
the towns on the Canada shore, on Wernesday 
‘ight, by a party of refugees from Lewistown— 
fortunately, they could not get together a sufficient 
number of scoundrels to warrant a safe retreat. 
Their object, no doubt, was to plunder and destroy 
some of those elegant seats on the borders of the 
Niagara river, in the vicinity of Queenstown. 

We have letters this morning froin the Upper Pro- 
vince, which state that the intercourse between 
Oswego and the province has almost ceased, and 
unless speedy measures are pursued, the lives and 
property of those that reside on the border are in 
jeopardy. 

Previous to the destruction of the Sir Robert 
Peel, we believe there was almost a daily inter- 
course between Toronto and Oswego-—but now the 
A:nerican boats do not touch at Toronto as usual, 
nor do the British boats call at Oswego, as hereto- 
fore. We hope that a short period only will inter- 


| vene, before the regular intercourse shall be restored 


— —* 





‘More disturbances. An atiempt we learn, was 
to be made jast night by a number of Canadian re- 
fugees, to cross over at Lewiston, and make an at- 
tack of some kind upon the Canadiai shores; the 
enterprise was, however, abandoned, on account of 
their not then mustering in sufficient strength. 
United States troops were to leave this city, in the 
afternoon train of cars, for the above place, to put 
a stop to such atteinpts hereafter.” 

The Toronto Herald of Monday mentions that 
the steain packet William IV, did not proceed 
lower down than Brockville, in consequence of in- 
formation having been given that an atteinpt would 
be made to destroy her. 

The steamer Coburg arrived at Toronto on Mon- 
day with 460 nen, being the right wing of the 34th 
regiment. 

The Buffalo Advertiser of Wednesday evening 
says:—‘‘A gentleman direct from Youngstown call- 
ed at our office this afternoon, and informed us that 
down the river, on both sides, every thing was quiet. 
Governor Marcy was expected at Lewiston this 
evening. Three other persons, named Lester, Hun- 
ter, and Thayer, who were concerned in the assault 
on the Sir Robert Peel, have been arrested An 
armeds chooner, carrying six guns, has been fitted 
out by the British to crutze amongthe Thousand 
Islands.” 

From the Kingston Herald of Tuesday. 

Two companies of militia have been sent to 
Brockvile, and a schooner is fitted out, to carry six 
yuns, (together with a tender and gun boats) in or- 
der to cruise on the river, and ferret the pirates out 
of their hiding places. This is essential, as among 
the Thousand Islands the ruffians might lodge, and 
find shelter all summer. Bill Johnson, if not one 
of his sons also, was one of the party that robbed 
the Peel, but neither he nor his boats have been 
seen at French Creek since. They are doubtless 
concealed somewhere ainong the islands, and it will 
be no easy task to find them, as the places of con- 
cealment are so nuimerous and complete. About 
one third of the Sir Robert Peel was owned in Og- 
densburg, the remainder in Brockville. She is 
valued at 11,000. 

Governor Marcy came yesterday to Cape Vin- 
cent, and addressed a letterto the mayor, requesting 
an interview, and he is expected here in the course 
of to-day. Scanlan has been bailed on his own re- 
cognizance. Bill Johnson, it is ascertained, is on 
the Duck Islands, at the foot of the lake. He is 
lying in wait for some lake steamboat. 

On Sunday morning, the commodore Barrie 
brought down from Toronto twenty-two ofthe state 
prisoners, among them Theller, Sutherland, John 
G. Parker, Montgomery, the brothers Shepherd. 
They were all taken to Fort Henry, to be kept 
there until Lord Durham has considered their cases. 

A militia order published in the official Gazette, 
prohibits militia officer: from wearing their uniform 
when passing to the United States on leave. Coin- 
mandants of corps and stations are to see that the 
order is punctually complid with. 

From the N. Y. Courier, June 11. 

The accounts from the frontier, we are hap- 
py to say, represent our state authorities and 
the people as anxiously endeavoring to obviate the 
unpleasant consequences which it was at first a 
prehended would grow out of the destruction of the 
British steamboat Sir Robert Peel and the firing on 
the Telegraph, whilst at Kingston. The magis- 
trates of the latter place had invited the United 
States district attorney to be present at the legal 
investigation which had been made into the circuin- 
stances connected with the last occurrence. He 
had attended, and it was stated was perfectly satis. 
fied with the course taken. The governor of this 
state had also expressed to the mayor of Kingston 
a desire to have an interview with him, which 
was about tu take place, 


Proclamation of the governor of N. York. Where- 
as William Johnson, late of French Creek, ia 
the county of Jefferson; Daniel McLeod, a refu- 
gee from the province of Upper Canada; Samuel 
C. Frey and Robert Smith, also refugees from the 
same province, have been duly charged on oath 
with having been engaged with others in seizing, 
plundering, and burning the steambort ‘Sir Robert 
Peel,’ at Wells’ island, in the river St. Lawrence, 





and have bitherto eluded the civil officers in their 
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attempts to arrest them; I do hereby offer the fol- 
lowing reward for the arrest of each one of them, 


and jor his delivery to the custody of the sheriif of 


the county of Jetierson, viz: 


For William Johnson, $500 
For Daniel McLeod, $250 
For Samuel C. Frey, $250 
For Robert Smith, $250 


Besides the persons already arrested, aud those 
above named, there are good reasons for believing 
that several others were associated with them in 
comuitting the crimes above mentioned. I do fur- 
ther oifer a reward of one Aundred dollars, for the 
detection and delivery as aforesaid of each one of 
the offenders, who are not named above, or have 
not been aiready arrested. 

And I do hereby order and command all civil and 
ministerial officers of this state to be vigilant and 
active in their exertions tu cause the said otfenders 
to be brought to justice. 

Previous to committing the offences above speci- 
fied, the depredators had their encampiaent upon 
the **Ten Thousand I[slands,’’ in the St. Lawrence, 
which are situated partly in the province of Upper 
Canada, and partly within thé limits of this state, 
and it is believed the places of their refuge at this 
time are among the islands. 

Given under my hand and the privy seal of the 
state, this the 4th day of June, 1838. 

W. L. Marcy. 

DurHam. By his excellency the right honora- 
ble John George, Earl of Durham, Viscount Lamb- 
ton, &c. &c., knight grand cross of the most honor- 
able order of the Bath, one of her wajesty’s most 
honorable privy council, and governor general, 
vice adiniral, and captain general of all her majes 
ty’s provinces within, and adjacent to the continent 
of North America, &c. &c. &c.—A proclamation. 

Whereas information has been received by me, 
that, on the /wenty ninth day of May last, at a cer- 
tain island, called **Wells’ island,” in the river St. 
Lawrence, wilbin the territory of the United States 
of America, a body of arined men, at midnight, 
seized upon a certain steam vessel called the Sir 
Robert Peel, belonging to certain subjects of her 
majesty in the province of Upper Canada, then 
moored at the said island, to which she had resorted 
in the peaceable prosecution of her accustomed 
voyage, for the purpose of taking in fuel; and nav- 
ing with violence driven the passengers of the said 
steamboat upon the said island, deliberately plun- 
dered, burnt, and destroyed the said steamboat. 

And whereas, many of the said passengers were 
females, and were thus assailed with a total disre- 
gard of their sex, and their condition at that hour 
of the night, thereby greatly aggravating the out- 
raze: And whereas, the due protection of her ma- 
jesty’s subjects, and the demands of justice, impe- 
ratively require that the perpetrators of such a 


. * | 
crime shoul« not escape unpunished: And whereas, 


with that object I atin desirous of co-operating with 
and giving every facility to the authorities of the 
United States: Now, know all men by these pre- 
sents, that I do hereby promise the sum of one 
thousand pounds to any person or persons who shalt 
identify and bring to conviction before any compe- 
tent tribunal, any person actively engaged in, or 
directly aiding and abetting the perpetration of this 
last nentioned outrage. 

To allay the alarm which has again unhappily 
disturbed the peace of the frontier of the province 
of Upper Canada, I hereby proclaiin tu the subjects 
of her majesty residing therein, my determination 
to secure their present and permanent protection 


of her majesty’s government; for which purpose a 
sufficient military force will be immediately con- 
centrated on such points, as shall best protect the 
frontier line from all aggressions on the peaceable 
inhabitants of these provinces. [I shall also lose no 
time in appealing to the government of the United 
States, to vindicate its own honor, by avenging the 
insult which has heen offered by a band of lawless 
pirates, and repairing the wrongs which have been 
inflicted on her majesty’s subjects. 

Pending such appeal, I earnestly exhort all her 
majesty’s subjects, notwiths‘anding the aggravated 


provocation they have received, carefully to abstain | 


from any act of retaliation which may expose them 
to the imputation of a disregard of their own 
honor, by a violation of the rights of adjoining 
owers, 

Given under my hand and seal at arms at the 
castle of St. Lewis, in the city of Quebec, in said 
province of Lower Canada, the second day of June, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, and in the first year of her 
majesty’s reign. 

By command: 


CHARLES BuLLE, chief sec’y. 


Lieut. gen. sir John Colborne, the commander of 
the forces, accompanied by two sons, col. Rowan, 
the hon. Col. Gore, Lieut. col. Eden, and capt. 
Goldie, arrived here this morning in the Canada, 
and left again abont ten, on his way to the upper 
province. The objvct of his excellency’s journey, 
we have learned is to investigate, near the scene of 
the late outrage, into the cireuinstances attending 
it. and to endeavor to allay the excitement which 
the attrocious attack upon the Sir Robert Peel, is 
so well calculated to produce among the people of 
our sister province. [ Montreal Gaz. 





ARMY AND NAVY—OFFICIAL. 
General Orders, No. 14. 


Head-quarters of the Army, 
Adjutant General’s Office, 


Washington, June 4, 1838. 

I—Instead of taking post at Fort Gratiot, as di- 
ricted in ‘general orders.” No. 13, company B 
2d infantry, will proceed to Madison barracks, 
Sackett’s Harbor, New York, and re-occupy that 
post. Captain Low’s company D, of the 5th infan- 
iry, now at fort Winnebago, will repair without de- 
lay to Fort Gratiot, and occupy that post. 

II—AIlI the disposable recruits on the New York 
station will be sent without delay to Madison bar- 
racks, and ordered to report to the commanding 
officer. 

By order of ALEXANDER MAcoms, 

Major general comimanding-in-chief, 
RoGer Jones, Adj’t gen. 
Navy orders. 

May 29—P. mid. G. L. Seldon, navy yard, New 

York. Boatswain L. Smith, ship Cyane. 

31—Lienut. C. Ringgold, command of brig 
Dolphin. P. mid. T. M. Brasher, navy 
vard, New York. 

June 1—Licut. W. W. Hunter, Rendezvous, Nor- 
folk, vice J. W. West, relieved at his own 
request. 

2—Purser J. C. Holland, ship Erie, vice B. 
J Cahoon, relieved at his own request. 
Officers relieved and detached. 

May 29—P. nid. J. J. White, from ree’g ship at 
Boston. Lieut. F. A. Neville, from ship 
Erie. 

Boatswain William Farrow, from ship 
Cyane. 
31—Lient. Robert Handy, from ship Erie. 
Appointment. 
Lemuel Smith, acting boatswain, May 29. 
Vessels reporled. 
At Sacrificois, May 8, ship Ontario, commodore 





| Breese, who had rendered essential service to the 
\commerce of the United States by his presence 
since the commencement of the blockade. 
| Ships Independence, com. Nicholson, and Fair- 
field, com. Mayo, arrived at Rio Janeiro, April 7, 
from Bahia. 

Frigate Constitution, com. Elliott, at Port Mahon, 
April 11—all well. 





LETTER OF MR. JAMES M. MASON. 
Washington, May 25, 1838. 
To the editor of the Virginian: 

Sir: In your paper of the 23d, I observe quoted 
the annexed paragraph from the Globe of the 14th 
inst. professing to sketch the proceedings of the 
house of representatives on the Saturday preceding, 
during the debate on the bill for a new issue of ten 


| willions of dollars in treasury notes: 


by the employment of every means at the disposal) ‘It seems, from the report of the Intelligencer, 


which we have before us, that Mr. Mason, of Vir- 
ginia, about sun-down on Saturday, began the 
work of frustration of the known intentions of the 
majority. Ata quarter past six, we are told by the 
Intelligencer’s report, ‘Mr. Mason moved that the 
committee rise; which motion was rejected by six- 
ty-four yeas to eighty-six nays.’ This was after 
full debate—atter all amendments were disposed of. 
and after the sessions had been protracted much 
beyond the ordinary period on any day, but espe- 
cially on Saturday. From this, Mr. Mason and 
every meinber in the bouse saw that the house con- 
sidered the discussion exhausted, and was resolved 
to vote. 

‘‘Mr. Mason proceeded until 7 o’clock, and then 
gave way to a motion to adjourn. 

‘It was rejected by a still stronger vote 

«Mr. Mason continued until alter 8 o’clock; and 
then gave way for another motion to adjourn. 

«Mr. Mason then resumed, and _ finished. 

‘This was the first attempt to drive the house to 
an adjournment against its will.” 

However wilfully false all that is there said in 
reference to the part bore in the debate is, I should 





never have descended to notice the calumny, but 


a 
that its translation to your paper would seem to 
carry some warrant of authority at home for the 
facts it professes to state, were I to remain sileny 

I cannot feel at all otiended at the motives ac. 
cribed to me by the Giobe, for taking part in the 
debate, springing as they do trom asource so utter. 
ly incapable of coinprehending any honorable jp. 
centive in public aifairs. I seek only to correct the 
misrepresentations ot fact. 

tis stated in the paragraph that my motion for 
the committee to rise alter 6o’elock io the evening 
was made ‘after full debate, after ail the amend. 
ments were disposed of,” and aiter **Mr. Mason 
andevery member in the house saw that the honse 
considered the discussion exhausted, and was re. 
solved to vote.” 

Whether the debate had been “full” or whether 
‘the house considered the discussion exhausted, 
and was resolved to vote,” will best be inferreg 
froin the fact that the debate had commenced only 
on the day before on so important a bill; that it was 
continued on the same night for more than four 
hours after I had concluded—was resumed again on 
Monday, and not ended until alter dark on the 
Wednesday night succeeding. 

Next, as to the declaration of the Globe that | 
did not take the floor until ‘‘aiter all the amend. 
nents were disposed of,” the facts are, that no vote 
or action of any kind had been taken on any amend. 
ment whatever, except that one oifered by my col. 
league (Mr. Hopkins) had been ruled out, and (as 
the columns of the same paper show, in which the 
falsehood is editorially vouched,) an amendwent 
ottered by another colieague (Mr. Robertson) was 
pending when I rose to speak. And, again: it is 
further true that seven several amendinents, propos. 
ed by as inany dillerent gentlemen, were printed, 
before us, and all undisposed of, when they were 
cut off by the previous question on Wednesday 
nivht, three days after my speech was made. 

So much for the facts of the Globe! 

I will say, only, in addition, that much as I was 
opposed to the expensive mode of raising the imo- 
ney by an issue of treasury notes, when, as I 
thought demonstrable, a loan until the government 
was prepared te cancel the debt would have been 
a far cheaper mode of raising it, yet, when by the 
previous question the house refused to entertain 
the bill in any other form, I could see no propriety 
in voting ayainst it, and accordingly gave my vote 
for the bill as it stood. 

You will io me the honor to publish this letter, 
and thus oblige, yours, 

Very respectfully, &c. &e. 
James M. Mason. 








LETTER FROM THE HON. J. W. CROCKETT 
House of Representatives, 
Washington City, April 30, 1838. 


My very dear sir: Your very laconic, but not very 
courteous, letter of the 16th instant, demanding we 
to send you and others sar. Beuton’s speech, is just 
received, and I hasten to reply, 

As to your assertion that */hat there are a large 
majority of administration men in Weakly county,” 
that isa question upon which there may be between 
us an honest diiference of opinion. Be that as it 
may, however, it is a matter of no importance, and 
I have therelore only to return you iny thanks for 
your politeness in turnishing me with the informa- 
tion, and to assure you it is duly appreciated. — 

It gives me very great pleasure, sir, at all times 
to be obliging, and I have frequently undergone 
considerable inconvenience to accominodate my 
friends when requested to do so in respectful lan- 
guage; but my own views of propriety and self- 
respect compel me, under existing circumstances, 
with all due respect. to decline a compliance with 
your request. Hundreds of thonsands of Mr. Ben- 
ton’sand Mr. Calhoun’s speeches, as [ ain inforined, 
have been p.inted gratuitously, and circulated by 
“the party” throughout the land. 

My own opinion is, honestly, that they are paid 
for out of the public treasury, and I believe it could 
be proven to the satisfactinn of every unprejudiced 
mind; at any rate I should like io know how dear 
Blair, ‘the printer of the Globe, can afford to print 
so many thousand speeches” for nothing, and find 
himself? Noman can believe it who is not as blind 
with party prejudice as a snake in dog-days. The 
cost at the ordinary rate cannot, 1 think, be less 
than from 3 to $400,000. 

But. for my part. I have to pay for all the speeches 
I send to my constituents at the rate of from 2 1-2 
to $5 per hundred. ‘This alfair of sending speeches: 
sir, you must know isa private concern, paid for, $0 
far as the whig members are concerned, out of ned 
own private purses; and have the fact that J only 
send such as, in my opinion, set forth sound al 
correst views and principles. 
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have 00 doubt I could obtain thousands of Mr. 
Thomas H. Benton’s speeches, without cost to 
me, but they would be paid for ont of the people's 
moneys and, to be candid and traak on the subject, 


sir, { must say that, it { could obtain a million of 
’ 


then fora red cent, [ have too much respect for iny 
franking privilege to be guilty of so gross an abuse 
of it as L believe it would be to frank even one of 
then. I would have no objections to circulate the 
fair and candid exa.nination of those measures to 
‘whici I am opposed, by the friends of the adininis- 
tration; but such a bundle of denagogueism as Ben- 
ton’s speech contains, got up to gull and mislead 
the public mind, can never receive my endorse- 
ment wail? I keep my senses. 

[ have taken the lib-rty of showing your letter to 
my friend and colleague, col. C. H. Williams, and 
he requests me to present you his respects most af- 
fectionately. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Joun W. CrocketTrT. 
Dr, John B. Fonville, 
Dresden, Tennessee. 





From the National Intelligencer. 
MASUR CROSS’ ACCOUNTS. 

The resvintion reterred to by Mr. Underwood 
having been published in the National Intelli- 

sncer, Major Cross requests the editors of that 
journal to du hic the favor to insert the foiiowing 
letters ou tie subject: 

Representatives’ Chamber, June 6, 1836. 

Sir: I deen it proper to inforia you that [ oitered 
a resoluiion this morning cailing upou the secretary 
of the weasury to furnish the house a copy of your 
accounts as presented tor settlement, &c. The re- 
solutiva was alopted, aud you way probably see it 
in tu-ussrrow’s papers. ‘he cause of this move- 
mentis: An individual nam-d Mavuire cailed on 
mea diy or two since, and informed me that he 
believed there were illegal practices prevailing in 
the settlement of accounts at the treasury; that al- 
lowances were tae for extra services, and as a 
per centage ou disbursements, the leg lity of which 
was dovubdted, and that your accounts would illus- 
trace the «matter, &c. Since the resolution was 
adupted, gen. McKay caine to my desk and ex- 
plained the relation between Maguire and vourself, 
(of whieh L had previously heard,) and stated that 
you hala petition before the military committee, 
asxing co.npensation for extra services, froin which 
he inierred that no payment on that account had 
been made you. 

I teel it to be imy duty to inquire into abuses al- 
leged to exist by any citizen, and [ have also deemed 
it proper to make this comrnunication, as the in- 
quiry wnay possidly aidect you. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. R. UnpERWwoop. 

Major T. Cross. 


* 
Quarlermaster General’s Office, 
Washington, June 6, 1338. 

Sir: [have had the honur to receive your note 
of this date, inforining me that, at the instanee of a 
man by the name of Masuire, you had introduced 
a resoiution Calling upon the secretary of the trea- 
sury to furnish the house of representatives with a 
copy of ny accounts, as presented tor settlement. 

[ain much obliged to you tor the kindness which 
prompted your notice to ime of the course you had 
deeed it your duty to pursue on the occasion. 
Far fron taking any exception to it, I recognise 
the oblization of every public funectionary, when 
Official abuses are alleged, to inquire into them, 
even if the allegations do not come froin the most 
respectable source. I have always acted upon this 
principle myself, in the discharge of the duties con- 
fided to me, and am disposed to coinmend rather 
than condemn it in others. 

It will be my pleasure, sir, to meet the most 
Searcning investigation into all my official acts, and 
especially into all my pecuniary transactions with 
the pnbiic, whenever «hey may be deemed worthy 
of inquiry by the co.npetent autiority. This I may 
Challenge with a boldness inspired by a conscious- 
hess that they defy even malignity itself. 

But I do not understand fro:n your note that my 
Official integrity has heen at all impugned. If +ille- 
gal practices do prevail in the settlement of accounts 
at the treasury,” the responsibility is on the account- 
ing officers of that departinent, to whoun is confided 
the power of construing the laws. and passing upon 
all claims presented against the United States. 

I have the honor to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
T. Cross, 
Maj. U. S. A. Act’g Q. M. G. 
Hon. J. R. Underwood, 
House of Representatives. 











From the National Intelligencer. 
EXPLANATORY LETIERS. 
Senate Chamber, Saturday, June 9, 1838. 

Gentlemen: In the Globe of yesterday evening, 
under the head of ‘*proceedings in the senate,” the 
following paragraph occurs: 

‘“TNDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

“On motion of Mr. Wright, tue senate proceeded 
to consider the house bil aking Sg fener lor 
the prevention and suppression of Indian hostilities 
for 1838, and for the payment of arrearages in 1837. 

“On ordering this bill to its third reading, Mr. 
Webster addressed the senate, and was answered by 
Mr. Wright, when Mr. Preston spoke at length, re- 
flecting generally on the war and its causes which 
he attributed to the fault of the administration. 

“Mr. Lumpkin addressed the house as follows:” 

Here follows Mr. Lumpkin’s speech at large. 
This representation of the debate, which occurred 
on the day of the above publication, produces the 
impression that I opened a discussion on the subj -ct 
of the Cherokee Indians, and the proceedings of the 
executive in regard tu them, which brought ont 
gov. Lumpkin in reply: and this impression is 





strengthened by his speech appearing to be entirely 
in answer to me. ‘This is altogether erroneous. | 
The course ot the debate was this: I made some 





remarks upon the Florida war, without the slight- 
est allusion to the Georgia adairs. Mr. Lumpkin | 


“explained at some length the grounds on which 
I had voted against the amendment” of my col- 
league, (Mr. Ewing,) proposing to allow the state 
of Indiana to purchase the lands recently obtained 
from the Miaiies at the minimum price. 

This is erroneous. I voted for that amendinent. 
The substance of my remarks, which were made 
atter that vote was taken. and upon the amendinent 
reported by the cominittee on public lands excep- 
ting the Miauni lands frow the general provisions of 
the pré-emption bill, was, that, although I regret- 
ted to see that bill embarrassed by any heteroge- 
neous provisions, which might distract its friends, 
I hoped that the vote just taken would not be 
wrought into an argu:nent against us, when the 
subject of my colleague’s amendment should be 
presented as an independent proposition, and I de- 
clared myself in favor of its justice. 

I voted also tor the amendment reported by the 
committee on public lands. 


ALBERT S. WHITE. 
June 11, 1838. 


House of Representatives, June 11, 1838. 
Gentlemen: It seems by your report of the debate 
on the pre-emption bill, 1a the Tatelligencer of this 
inorning, that I was understood to have oitered an 
amendinent that would give pre-emption rights to 
those who have ‘already settled” on the Miatni re- 


followed, making uo allusion whatever to any thing | Serve lands in Indiana, when, in truth, my amend- 
[ had said, but went at once and exclusively intoa| ment (which is on file as presented on the 7th in- 
discussion of the correspondence between John stant, and shall be revived when the bill be reported 
Ross and the executive, stating that his objeet was | to the house,) as well as ny remarks upon the oc- 
to disabuse the public mind of some misapprehen- | casion of presenting it, were directly adverse to 


sions in regard to it, and also that the executive | any such grant. 


o . . . 
About half a dozen original set- 


of the United States hac the authority of gov. Gil- | thers on the tract alluded to, before the dale of the 
mer for the course it had pursued. To this I re- | treaty, (by consent of the Indiaus,) and, as repre- 
plied and endeavored to show that the proceedings | sented to ine, having improved the quarter sections 
of the executive were impolitic, and calculated to) they occupy, should not, in my opinion, lose their 


embarrass gov. Gilmer and gen. Scott, and to im 

pede the execution of the treatv; and I contended 
that gov. Gilmer did not authorize the extension of 
the time of removal of the Indians for two years, 
&e. &e. Gov. Lumpkin replied to these remarks, 
and so the debate proceeded. Of gov. Lumpkin’s 
first speech, which opened the whole ground, and 


led to the debate there is no mention in the Globe. | 


I should not have thonzht this correction neces- | puvlic purposes, upon every principle of equity. 


sary, but my attention was called to the report of 
the debate by these two cireninstances: 

ist. That the Globe, published on the evening of 
the debate, contained the extracts from gov. Gil- 
wer’s letters, which had been read by Mr. Lump- 
kin. 

2. That Mr. Lumpkin’s speech, as published in 
the Globe, manifestly prepared by him, leaves the 
impression that all which he said on the subject of 


| 





the Cherokees had been elicited by my reinarks: | 


whereas, he had preceded me, and brought on the 
discussion. 


Wma. C. Preston. 
Hall of Representatives, June 11,1838. 

Messrs. Gules and Seaton: Gentlemen: When 
the seas and nays on the bill to remove or alter the 
building in prozress of erection forthe treasury of- 
fice, (reported in the National Intelligencer of this 
norning,) were taken, I was not in my seat to vote 
upon it, having been confined to iny room, by in- 
disposition, for two weeks. Had I been present, I 
should have voted against laying that bill on the table. 

I deem it due to myself to say so, as the inquiry 
originally instituted was under a resolution, which 
[ oiwtered during the extra session. In otfering the 
resolution, I did not design toreflect a censure upon 
the late or present execulive, nor upon the architect; 
but siinply upon the building itself. Indeed, I take 
pleasure in cordially cominending the course which 
Mr. Van Buren has pursued, in co-operating in hav- 
inz a suitable examination made of the propriety or 
impropriety of waking a change of construction or 
location. The building is inconvenient, and the 
site is badly selected. ‘The rooms will be small and 
dark, and will be unhealthy. It is, at least, doubt 
ful if the bnilding will endure long if erected. And 
I believe that a more convenient building could be 
erected, and asaving of three o> four hundred thou- 
sand dollars elfected. 

Instead of being heated by flues, there is to be a 
fireplace in each roo:n. 

These are some, and the chief of the considera- 
tions which would have induced me to vote against 
the motion to lay the bill upon the table. 

By inserting this note you will greatly oblige 
your friend. 


Won. C. JoHNsoNn. 


TO THE EDITORS. 

Gentlemen: In the sketch which appeared in the 
Nationa! Intelligencer this morning, of the debate 
upon the pre-emption bill, 1 am reported to have 











labor by a change of ownership; and, with the ex- 


ception of such, I contended, as my amend.nent re- 


quires, that the state should have a pre-einption to 
the entire purchase; that she had bronght herself 
clearly within the principles of the bill, by extend- 
ing her improvements into the wilderness; and, by 
her policy and action, bad imparted value to the 
land, which should now accrue to her benefit, for 


I ain perfectly aware of the great difficuify una- 
voidably experienced hy reporters in catching the 
precise views expressed by meibers, but that diffi- 
culty does not extend to ainendments oiiered in 
writing. 

The *‘Globe”’ has published the same erroneous 
Statement of iny amendment, and it is important, 
upon this matter, that I prevent m-srepresentation 
at home. I copy my amendinent as oifered, and 
let it speak for itself: 

“Provided, however, That the state of Indiana 
shall have the exclusive privilege lor one year to 
enter at the legal minimum price all the lands in 
said state purchased of the Miami Indians by treaty, 
approved in , 1837, except such quarter sec- 
tious a3 were occupied and improved at the time of 
the date of making said treaty, by bona fide citi- 
zens of said state, with the previous consent of said 
Indians; and such settlers shall, of right, be enti- 
iled to enter, within one year from and after the 
passage of this bill, the quarter section each may 
have so settled and improved.” 

On offering this, | adverted to the uncalled for, 
and, as [ thought, invidious eulogy of ny colleague 
upon settlers now claiming pre-emption rights, as 
calculated to excitea belief that thei: character had 
been assailed, and thus revive and rivet a falsehood 
recently promulgated to injure or defame an exalted 
statesman belonging to the other house; but, unless 
the amendment I then offered, and another to se- 
cure the reception of all bank notes of five dollars 
and upwards, issued by specie-paying banks of the 
states and territories wherein the lands lie, and re- 
deemable on demand, be adopted, I did not say (as 
the report makes me) that I would vote forthe bill; 
and I will now take occasion to say, that my con- 
victions of the propriety and policy and justice of 
both contemplated amendments remain the same, 
and, unless they be adopted, 1 shall most certainly 
not vote for a measure that would otherwise injure 
a large wajority of my respected constituents. 

Please give this a place in the Intelligencer, and 
oblige your friend and servant, 





Jno. Ewine. 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton. 


NOTE BY THE REPORTER. 

[The explanation cf mistake of the sense of “an 
amendment in writing” is, that the amendment in 
writing could not be found by our reporter; and the 
statement of its substance was taken from another 
paper, the reporter for which seems to have mis- 





understood its import.) 
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THE UNITED STATES AND GEORGIA. 


The following message was received from the 
resident of the United States; and, when read was 
laid on the table: 
To the house of representalives: 
In compliance with the resolution of the 4th inst. 
calling for any communication received from the 
overnors of the states of Georgia, North Carolina, 
Tesmanes or Alabama, in reference to the propos- 
ed modification of the Cherokee treaty of 1835, I 
herewith enclose a report of the secretary of war, 
which is accompanied by « copy of aletter addressed 
to him by the governor of Georgia, and of his reply 
thereto. As stated by the secretary, no communi- 
cation on the subject has been received from either 
of the other executives mentioned. 
M. Van Buren. 
Washington, June 6, 1838. 


War Department, June 6, 1838. 


Sir: In compliance with the rosolution of the 
house of representatives of the 4th inst. referred by 
you to this department, calling for any communica- 
tion which may have been received ‘from the go- 
vernors of the states of Georgia, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, or Alabama, on the proposition of John 
Ross and his associates, for extending the time of 
removing the Cherokee Indians from those states,” 
I have the honor to lay befure you, for transmis- 
sion to that body, a or of a letter from the go- 
vernor of Georgia, together with a copy of the re- 
ply of the department thereto. Nothing has been 
received from either of the other executives men- 
tioned. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J. R. Pornserr. 
fo the President of the United States. 


Executive Department, ( Georgia. ) 
Milledgeville, May 28, 1838. 


Sir: I have had the honor of receiving from you 
the proposals of the government to John Ross, and 
instructions to general Scott. 

The surprise and regret excited in myself at 
these proceedings of the government, 1 am sure will 
be felt by every citizen of the state. 

I can give to them no sanction whatever. 

The proposals to Ross could not be carried into 
execution but in violation of the rights of the 
state. The very making of them must prove ex- 
ceedingly injurious to the interests of its people. 

The lands which are in the occupancy of the In- 
dians in Georgia are the private property of its citi- 
zens; and the owners are now entitled, by the laws, 
to possession. For the purpose of preventing all 
unnecessary suffering and hardships on the part of 
the Cherokees, these proprietors have been earnest- 
ly entreated not to enforce their rights at once, but 
to wait uutil the Indians should be removed by the 
army. ‘They have been assured that this*would be 
done by the president as soon as possible, and in 
perfect good faith. Sincere regret is felt that the 
success of these efforts in the cause of huianity 
have been defeated by the government. 

As soon as the proposals to Ross and the instruc- 
tions to gen. Scott are known to the proprietors, 
they will no longer be restrained from taking pos- 
session of their property. It becomes necessary, 
therefore, that I should know whether the presi- 
deut intends, by the instructions to gen. Scott, to 
require that the Indians shall be maintained in 
their occupancy by an armed force, in opposition to 
the rights of the owners of the soil. If such is the 
intention of the president, a direct collision between 
the authorities of the state and the general govern- 
ment must ensue. My duty will require that I shall 
prevent any interference whatever by the troops 
with the rights of the state and its citizens. I 
shall not fail to perform it. To avoid misunder- 
standing, permit ine to request that you will com- 
municate to me, and as early as you conveniently 
can, the president’s views upon this subject. 

I have no doubt but the Indians can be removed 
from the atate in the execution of the treaty, and by 
the troops now organized and stationed in the couatry 
with that avowed purpose, with more ease and ex- 
pedition, and a readier acquiescence on the part of 
the Indians, than by any means in the power of this 
state. 

If, however, the government consents that Ross 
and his friends shail remain two years longer, the 
state will be obliged to get rid of the evils which 
must necessarily arise from such policy, by exer- 
cising its own rights of jurisdiction, and remove 
them by the most efficient means which it can 
mas” i 

Tery respectfully, yours, &c. 
“tse nN Geo. R. GILMER. 
To the hon. Joel R. Poinsett. 











———— 





War Department, June 3,1838. { Ross, entirely as he has their confidence, might 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your excellency’sreply to my comimunica- 
tion, conveying the proposals made by the execu- 
tive to the Cherokee delegation, and the instruc- 
tions to general Scott; and from the tenor of your 
remarks, I cannot but suppose that your excellen- 
cy must have misapprehended the true meaning 
and intent of the government. 

The question of prolonging the time of the re- 
moval of the Cherokees is expressly referred to the 
states by this department, and such extension was 
not intended to embrace a longer period than that 
which might be required by a due regard to the 
common dictates of humanity, it being expressly 
stated that the Cherokees were to be removed as 
speedily as was consistent with their health and 
comfort. General Scott is moreover instructed to 
continue the prosecution of the measures he has 
adopted to remove the Indians; and, whether their 
removal is tobe effected by compulsion, or by vo- 
luntary emigration under their own agents, so to 
conduct his operations as to place the proprietors of 
the lands there in possession of their property with 
as little delay as possible. These instructions cer- 
tainly do not warrant the supposition that the go- 
vernment consents that Ross and his friends shall 
remain two years longer; on the contrary, the or- 
ders of the government are most positive that the 
Indians are to be removed from Georgia first, and 
from the other states as speedily as practicable; and 
your excellency may be assured, from the charac- 
ter of the officerintrusted with their execution, that 
these orders will be carried into effect without any 
unnecessary delay. The department cannot, there- 
fore, perceive any cause for the apprehension your 
excellency seems to entertain of a collision be- 
tween the authorities of the state and the general 
government. 

I fully concur with your excellency in opinion 
that *‘the Indians can be removed from the state in 
the execution of the treaty, and by the troops now 
organized and stationed in the country with that 
avowed puipose, with more ease and expedition, 
and a readier acquiescence on the part of the In- 
dians, than by any means in the power of this 
state,” (meaning Georgia;) and I beg leave to rei- 
terate to your excellency the assurance that the 
troops will be employed, not in opposing, but in 
vindicating the rights of the states interested in the 
fulfilment of the treaty, and in establishing, without 
unnecessary delay, their citizens in the possession 
of their property in the Cherokee country. All 
parties must desire that this may be effected rather 
by the voluntary emigration of the Indians than 
by the application of force, a resort to which the go- 
vernment desires most earnestly to avoid if possible. 

Very respectiully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. Potnserr. 
His excellency Geo. R. Gilmer, 
Governor of»Georgia, Milledgeville, Ga. 


From the Globe. 

In the senate, on Thursday, the bill for the sup- 
ha ta of Indian hostilities was taken up, and 
Mr.Preston, [see page 243 for Mr. Preston’s explan- 
atory letter] without knowing any thing of the snb- 
ject on which he inveighed, went to work after the 
fashion of the letter writing tribe, to manufacture 
something to answer party purposes. Gov. Lump- 
kin, of Georgia, made a short shift for Mr. Preston, 
by presenting a clear narrative of recorded facts be- 
fore the senate. Mr. Preston insisted that the 
course of the administration, in proposing to con- 
ciliate the malcontent Cherokees, by holding out 
inducements to voluntary emigration, was allogether 
wrong, and had given the states interested just 
cause of offence. The governor of Georgia was al- 
luded to, as well as general Scott, as being badly 
treated by the course of the department, which, it 
was pretended, disappointed all their expectations. 
Upon this, governor Lumpkin rose and read the ex- 
tract of a letter from governor Gilmer, suggesting 
precisely the line of conduct adopted by the depart- 
ment. It is as follows: 

Extract from a letter from governor Gilmer, dated 
Milledgeviile, March 5, 1838. 

“The best informed persons residing among the 
Cherokees, express the opinion that Ross can, if he 
will, remove his people at once. To avoid the great 
expense of the government, and preserve the lives 
and property of our citizens and the Indians, which 
may be sacrificed, if the treaty is executed by force, 
the government can well afford to pay a very liberal 
price for the voluntary and immediate removal of 
the Indians. To enable Ross and the chiefs to ef- 
fect this object, I believe it to be necessary for them 
first to return home, see their people, and let them 
be satisfied that their efforts to change the treaty 
have been honest, though unavailing. The Chero- 
kees are so suspicious of their chiefs, that even 


lose all power to serve them, if he attempted to 
make a contract with the goveriment for their eipj. 
gration before they were consulted, and their appro. 
val of the measure obtained. If the government 
should ascertain, upon Ross’ return home, that he 
had the power, and was willing to undertake the re. 
moval of his people, the terms of the contract could 
be agreed upon without difficulty or delay. 

“If the pertinacity of Ross should create any dif. 
ficulty, it might be obviated by making no refer. 
ence in his contract to the treaty.” 

How far Mr. Preston’s assertion that the secre. 
tary arrested the operations of general Scott, ang 
prevented that officer from doing his duty in re. 
moving the Indians, will be seen from the following 
letter, just received through the governor of Geor. 
gia, on that subject: 

Milledgeville, June 2, 1838. 

Sir: Having just arrived from the scene of opera- 
tions in the Cherokee country, 1 avail myself of the 
honor of communicating to your excellency the 
movements of my chief, general Scott, within the 
limits of Georgia. Upon the 24th ult. he placed 
the Georgia volunteers under the coinmand of gene. 
ral Floyd, in position, and on the 25th commenced 
operations. eneral Floyd, in person, comtnanded 
the first detachment that operated. The prompt. 
ness and ability of his movement gave to the com- 
manding general the highest satisfaction, while it 
presented to the balance of the command a salutary 
example. 

The number of prisoners on Tuesday last was 
about 3,000; and by this I do not think there isa 
wandering Indian in the Cherokee country, within 
the limits of Georgia. The captures were made 
with the utmost kindess and humanity, and free 
from every stain of violence. The deportinent of 
our Georgia citizens resident in the Cherokee coun- 
tries, has been marked by a forbearance and kind- 
ness towards the Indians, that must win for them 
the admiration of every philanthropist. Permit me 
to conclude with the congratulation of our rights 
being so promptly and peacefully secured. 

With the highest regard, 
A. H. Kenan, 
Volunteer aid-de-camp to General Scott. 

His excellency G. R. Gilmer. 

This letter, too, we hope will satisfy governor 
Gilmer that the ground is untenable taken in the 
following letter, written by way, we suppose, of 
acknowledging his obligations to the secretary at 
war for accomplishing the wishes expressed, not 
only by himself, but by men of distinction in all 
parts of Georgia, as gov. Lumpkin informed the 
senate. We annex this kind requital of gov. Gil- 
mer for the promptitude with-which the secretary 
entered into the views of engaging Ross and others 
actively in the business of emigration. It will be 
seen that his excellency is now disposed to treat 
the military force, busily engaged in urging and 
aiding the emigraiion, as a hostile afray against 
Georgia to defend the Indians; and, in that view, 
is prepared to levy war on the United States. But 
we give the letter and reply, that the country may 
judge governor Gilmer on his own showing. The 
bill was passed to a third reading by a vote of ayes 
40, noes 0, and would have finally passed, but that 
Mr. Benton intimated a wish to speak on it. 

[Here follows the letters of Messrs. Gilmer and 
Poinsett, inserted above.] 

We find the following correspondence in the 
“Globe” of Friday night the 9th inst. 

Executive Department, 
Milledgeville, May 30, 1838. 

Sir: I enclose to you my answer tothe letter of the 
secretary of war, upon the subject of his proposals to 
John Ross, and late instructions to general Scott. 

All hese concur in the opinion that these pro- 
ceedings of the government are in violation of the 
rights of the state, and calculated to produce the 
ost extensive ard serious evils in the Cherokee 
country. ut 

Permit me to request that the delegation 1n con- 
gress from this state will unite in ascertaining 
from the president whether it his intention to con- 
tinue the present delay in removing the Cherokees 
by the troops under general Scott, for the purpose 
of effecting that object by contracts to be made with 
the agents of Ross and his friends, or for any other 
purpose? And whether it is his intention to main- 
tain the Indians by force upon the soil of Georgia, 
in opposition to the will of the state, and the rights 
of its citizens, to whom the lands have been grant- 
ed? and that yon communicate to me his determina- 
tion. Very respectfully, yours, ete. 

Georce R. GILMER. 
Hon. Seaton Grantland, 
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Department of War, June 7, 1838. 


Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge the. 


receipt of your communication of the 5th inst. 
covering a letter from the governor of Georgia, and 
asking a reply to the inquiries it contains. Al- 
thouzh they have been substantially answered in 
the reply ol the department to his excellency’s let- 
ter of the 28th ultimo, the tenor of these interro- 
atories manifests such an extraordinary misappre- 
hension of the intentions of the government, that it 
pecoines necessary, again, to explainthem. — 

His excellency desires to be informed if it is the 
president’s ‘intention to continue the present delay 
in removing the Cherokees by the troops under 
general Scott for the purpose of effecting that ob- 
ject by contract with the ayents of Ross and his 
friends, or any other purpose?” The departinent 
does not understand what is meant by the present 
delay. When general Scott left Washington, he 
carried with him instructions to proceed without 
delay in the removal of the Cherokees, and his des 

atches, since received, show that he took the pro- 
per measures to obey his instructions with his cha- 
racteristic promptness and energy. When the con- 
ciliatory proposals of the executive to the Chero- 
kee delegation were submitted to congress, the 

eneral was again instructed to continue the pro- 
secution of the measures he had adopted for the 
removal of the Indians, and whether it was to be 
conducted by the troops under his command or by 
the Cherokees themselves, whether it was to be 
compulsory or voluntary, to permit no unnecessary 
delay in its execution. 


His excellency desires still further to know, 
“whether it is his [the president’s] intention to 
maintain the Indians by force upon the soil of 
Georgia, in opposition to the will of the state and 
the rights of its inhabitants, to whom the lands 
have been granted?” 


In reply to the proposition of the Cherokee dele- 
gation for an extension of tine, they were told in 
express terins, that where the rights and interests 
of sovereign states were concerned, the president 
could not enter into any engagement with the Che- 
rokees, and that no delay could be granted without 
the assent of the states interested in the execution 
of the treaty. In asking that assent the states are 
merely requested not to press their claimsin a man- 
ner to occasion unnecessary discomfort and incon- 
venience to the Indians; and general Scott is at the 
saine time instructed to cominence his operations 
in that part of the territory where the lands have 
been disposed of, meaning Georgia, and to conduct 
them in such a manner as to place the proprietors 
in possession of their estates with as little delay as 
possible. The department is, therefore, utterly at 
a loss to understand how the president’s views 
should have been so misapprehended as to give rise 
to these questions, and now begs leave through 
you, explicitly to deny that such are or ever have 
been the intentions of the government. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
J. R. Poinsertr. 


Hon. Wilson Lumpkin, A. Cuthbert, Jabez Jack- 
son, C. E. Haynes, S. Grantland, Hopkins Hol- 
sey, and Wm. C. Dawson, members of congress, 
Washington. 

= “ 
ARMY—OFFICIAL—ORDERS No. 235. 


Head-quarters, Eastern Division, 
Cherokee Agency, Ten., May 17, 1838. 

Major general Scott, of the United States army, 
announces to the troops assembled and assembling 
in this country, that, with them, he has been 
charged by the president to cause the Cherokee In- 
dians, yet remaining in North Carolina, Georgia, 
Tennessee, and Alabama, to remove to the west, 
according to the terms of the treaty of 1835. His 
staif will be as follows: 

Lieutenant colonel W. J. Worth, acting adjutant 
general, chief of the staff. 

Major M. M. Payne, acting inspector general. 

Lieutenants R. Anderson, and E. D. Keys, regu- 
lar aids-de-camps. 

Colonel A. H. Kenan, and lieutenant H. B. Shaw, 
Volunteer aids-de-camp. 

Any order given orally, or in writing, by either 
of these officers, in the name of the major general, 
Will be respected and obeyed as if given by himself. 

he chiefs of ordnance, of the quartermaster’s 

*partment, and of the commissariat, as also the 
Medical director of this army, will, as soon as they 
can be ascertained, be announced in orders. 

o Carry out the general object with the greatest 
Promptitude and certainty, and with the least pos- 
8idle distress to the Indians, the country they are 
» evacuate is divided into three principal military 
Striets, under as many officers of high rank, to 


command the troops serving therein, subject to the 
instructions of the major general. 

Eastern district, to be commanded by brigadier 
general Eustis, of the United States army, or the 
highest officer in rank servingtherein: North Caro- 
lina, the part of Tennessee lying north of Gilmer 
county, Georgia, and the counties of Gilmer, Union, 
and Lumpkin, in Georgia. Head-quarters, in the 
first instance, at Fort Butler. 

Western district to be commanded by colonel 
Lindsay, of the United States army, or the highest 
officer in rank serving therein: Alabama, the resi- 
due of Tennessee and Dade county, in Georgia. 
Head-quarters, in the first instance, say at Ross’ 
landing. 

Middle district to be commanded by brigadier 
general Armistead, of the United States army, or 
the highest officer in rank serving therein: All that 
part of the Cherokee country lying within the state 
of Georgia, and which is not comprised in the two 
other districts. Head-quarters, in the first instance, 
say at New Echota. 

It is not intended that the foregoing boundaries 
between the principal commanders shall be strictly 
observed. Either, when carried near the district 
of another, will not hesitate to extend his opera- 
tious, according to the necessities of the case, but 
with all practicable harmony, into the adjoining 
district. And, among his principal objects, in case 
of actual or apprehended hostilities, will be that of 
affording adequate protection to our white people 
in and around the Cherokee country. 

The senior officer actually present in each dis- 
trict will receive instructions from the major gene- 
ral as to the time of commencing the removal, and 
every thing that may occur interesting to the ser- 
vice, in the district, will be promptly reported to 
the same source. The major general will endeavor 
to visit in a short time all parts of the Cherokee 
country, occupied by the troops. 

The duties devolved on the army, through the 
orders of the major general, and those of the coin- 
manders of districts under him, are of a highly im- 
portant and critical nature. 

The Cherokees, by the advances which they 
have made in christianity and civilization, are by 
far the most interesting tribe of Indians in the 
United States. Of the fifteen thousand of those 
people who are now to be removed—(and the time 
within which a voluntary emigration was stipula- 
ted, will expire on the 23dinstant)—it is understood 
that about 4-5th are opposed, or have become 
averse to a distant emigration; and although none 
are in actual hostilities with the United States, or 
threaten a resistance by arms, yet the troops will 
probably be obliged to cover the whole country 
they inhabit, in order to make prisoners, and to 
march or transport the prisoners, by families, either 
to this place, to Ross’s landing, or Gunter’s land- 
ing, where they are to be delivered over to the su- 
perintendent of Cherokee emigration. 

Considering the number and temper of the mass 
to be removed, together with the extent and fast- 
ness of the country occupied, it will readily occur 
that simple indiscretion—acts of harshness and 
cruelty, on the part of our troops, may lead, step by 
step. to delays, to impatience, and exasperation, 
and in the end to a general war and carnage—a re- 
sult, in the case of those particular Indians, utterly 
abhorrent to the generous sympathies of the whole 
American people. Every possible kindness, com- 
patible with the necessity of removal, must, there- 
fore, be shown by the troops, and if, in the ranks, 
a despicable individual should be found, capable of 
inflicting a wanton injury or insult on any Chero- 
kee man, woman or child, it is hereby made the 
special duty of the nearest good officer or man, in- 
stantly to interpose, and to seize and consign the 
guilty wretch to the severest penalty of the laws. 
The major general is fully persuaded that this in- 
junction will not be neglected by the brave men 
under his command, who cannot be otherwise than 
jealous of their own honor and that of their coun- 
try’s. 

By early and persevering acts of kindness and 
humanity, it is impossible to doubt that the Indians 
may soon be induced to confide in the army, and 
instead of fleeing to the mountains and forests, flock 
to us for food and clothing. If, however, through 
false apprehensions, individuals, or a party, here 
and there. should seek to hide themselves, they 
must be pursued and invited to surrender, but not 
fired upon unless they make a stand to resist. Even 
in such cases, mild remedies may sometimes better 
succeed than violence; and it cannot be doubted 
that if we get possession of the women and chil- 
dren first, or first capture the men, that, in either 
case, the outstanding members of the same families, 
will readily come in on the assurance of forgive- 
ness and kind treatment. 





Every captured man, as well as all who surren- 


der themselves must be disarmed, with the assur- 
ance that their weapons will be carefully preserved, 
and restored at, or beyond the Mississippi. In 
either case, the men will be guarded and escorted 
except it may be, where their women and children 
are safely secured as hostages; but, in general, fami- 
lies in our possession, will not be separated, unless 
it be to send them, as runners, to invite others to 
come in. 

It may happen that the Indians may be found too 
sick, in the opinion of the nearest surgeon, to be 
removed to one of the depots indicated above. In 
every such case, one or more of the family, or the 
friends of the person, will be left in attendance, 
with ample subsistence and remedies, and the re- 
mainder of the family removed by the troops. In- 
fants, superanuated persons, lunatics and women 
in a helpless condition, will all, in the removal, re- 
quire peculiar attention, which the brave and hu- 
mane will seek to adopt to the necessities of the 
several cases. 

All strong men, women, boys and girls, will be 
made to march under proper escorts. For the 
feeble, Indian horses and ponies will furnish a 
ready resource, as well as for bedding and light 
utensils—all of which as intimated in the treaty, 
will be necessary to the emigrants both in going to, 
and after their arrival at their new homes. Such, 
and all other light articles of property, the Indians 
will be allowed to collect and to tale with them, 
a3 also their slaves, who wili be treated in like 
manner with the Indians themselves. 

If the horses and ponies be not adequate to the 
above purposes, wagons must be supplied. 

Corn, oats, fodder and other forage, also beef cat- 
tle, belonging to the Indians to be removed, will be 
taken possession of by the proper departments of 
the staff, as wanted, for the regular consumption of 
the army, and certificates given tothe owners, spe- 
cifying in every case, the arnount of forage and the 
weight of beef, so taken, in order that the owners 
may be paid for the same on their arrival at one of 
the depots mentioned above. 

All other moveable or personal property, left or 
abandoned by the Indians, will be collected by 
agents appointed for the purpose, by the superin- 
tendants of Cherokee emigration, under a system 
of accountability, for the benefit of the Indian 
owners, which he will devise. The army will give 
those agents, in their operations, all reasonable 
countenance and support. 

White men and widows, citizens of the United 
States, who are, or have been intermarried with 
Indians, and thence commonly termed Indian coun- 
trymen, also such Indians as have been made deni- 
zens of particular state by a special legislation to- 
gether with the families and property of all such 
persons, will not be molested or removed by the 
troops until a decision, on the principles involved, 
can be obtained from the war department. 

A like indulgence, but only for a limited time, 
and until further orders, is extended to the families 
and property of certain chiefs and head-men of the 
two great Indian parties, (on the subject of emigra- 
tion,) now understood to be absent in the direction 
of Washington on the business of their respective 
parties. 

This order will be carefully read at the head of 
every company inthe army. 

WINFIELD Scott. 
By command: 
W. J. Worth, lieut. col. chief of the staff. 





REPORT ON MR. WEBSTER’S RESOLU- 
TION. 


In senate, Friday, June 8, 1838. 
Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, made 


| the following report: 


The committee on finance, to which was referred 
the resolution of the senate of the 31st ultimo, 
directing certain inquiries as to various provi- 
sions of an act entitled “An act to regulate the 
deposites of the public money,” passed on the 
23d day of June, 1836, respectfully report: 

The resolution instructs the committee “to take 
into consideration the act of the 23d of June, 1836, 
entitled ‘An act to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,” and to make inquiry upon these 
points, viz: 

First. ‘Whether, according to the provisions of 
that act, itis now competent for the secretary of 
the treasury to employ any bank which has hereto- 
fore been selected as a public depository, and which, 
since the passage of that aet, has suspended specie 
payments.” 

he committee have examined the act with at- 
tention, and find that, all other objections being ob- 
viated, it is competent for the secretary of the 
treasury to employ, as a public depository, an 





bank which has heretofore been selected for that 
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service, ‘and which,since the passage of that act,has | 


suspended specie payments.” The eighth section 
of the deposite act prohibits the secretary of the 
treasury from discontinuing -ny deposite bank, and 
from withdrawing the public money therefrom, ex- 
cept for certain enumerated causes, one of which 
is in the following words: 

“Or if any of said banks shall, at any time, re- 
fuse to pay its own notes in specie, if demanded.” 

Upon this cause being presented, it is made the 
express duty of the secretary, by the same section 
of the act, ‘to discontinue any such bank as a de- 
pository, and withdraw from it the public moneys 
which it may hold on deposite at the time of such 
discontinuance;”’ but when the bank shall have 
again resumed specie payments, nothing is found 
in this language to interdict its re-selection as a 
public aepository. 

The tourth section of the act sets out the terms 
and conditions upon which the banks shall agree 
tu receive the public moneys before they shall be 
employed as depositories. The second of these 
ters is prescribed in the following words: 

‘Secondly. To credit as specie all suns deposit- 
ed therein to the credit of the treasurer of the Unit- 
ed States, and to pay all checks, warrants, or drafts, 
drawn on such deposites, in specie, if required by 
the holder thereol.” 

The breach of this condition, on the part of the 


bank, would be a refusal to pay its depositors in| 


specie, and consequently a suspension, to that ex- 
tent, of specie payments; and the duty of the se- 
cretary of the treasury to discontinue if, as a de- 
pository, and tu withdraw the public money from it, 
would become imperative, by the lanuuage of the 
eighth section, before referred to, which assigns. as 
another cause of discontinuance and withdrawal, 
that, ‘at any time any one of said banks shall fail 
or refuse to perforin any of said duties, as prescrib- 
ed by this act, and stipulated to be performed by its 
contract.” 

This contingency, therefore, like the former, 
would take from the bank its character as a deposi. 
tory, for the time being; would forfeit the existing 
contract, and render its discontinuance, and the 
Withdrawal of the public money from it, an impe- 
rious duty; but the committee see nothing, in either 
of the causes, to prevent a second contract with the 
sane bank, when it should again resume specie 
payments, again consent “to pay its own notes in 


specie, if demanded,” and again “pay al checks, | 


warrants, or drafts, drawn on the public deposites, 
in specie, if required by the holder thereof.”? They 
find no provision, in any other part of the act, in- 
terdicting a second contract with the same bank, 
when the first shall have been terminated for either 
of these causes, and they therefore express their 
opinion that “it is now competent for the secretary 
of the treasury to employ any bank which has 
heretofore been selected as a public depository, and 
which, since the passage of that act, has suspended 
specie payments;” there being no other obstacle 
in the way of such second employment, than the 
act of suspension of specie payments. * 

The next point to which the resolution directs 
the inquiry of the committee, is in the following 
words: 

Second. «Or which has, since the fourth day ot 
July, 1836, paid out notes, or bills, of a less denomi- 
nation than five dollars.” 

To cause the inquiry to be clearly understood, it 
is necessary to connect the preceding language with 
the words above quoted, and the inquiry will be, 
whether, according to the provisions of that act, [the 
deposite law of 1836,] it is nuw competent for the 
secretary of the treasury to employ any bank which 
has, since the 4th day of July, 1836, paid out notes, 
or bills, of a less denomination than five dollars. 

In answer to this inquiry, the committee find the 
two first clauses of the fifth section of the act to be 
in the following words: 

“Sec 5. And be it further enacted, That no bank 
shall be selected, or continued, as a place of depo- 
site of the public money, which shall not redeem 
its notes and bills, on demand, in specie; nor shall 
any bank be selected, or continued, a« aforesaid, 
which shall, after the fourth dav of July, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, 
issue, or pay ont, any note or bill of a Jess denomi- 
nation than five dollars.” 

The last of these clauses meets and answers the 
inquiry diiectly, and shows that it is not competent 
for the secretary of the treasury, under this act, now 
to employ, as a public depository, any bank which 
has, since the fourth day of July, 1836, either ts- 
sued, or paid out, notes or bills of a less denowina- 
tion than five dollars; while the first clause inter. 
dicts the selection or continuance, at any time, and 
under any circumstances, of any bank ‘which 
shall not redeem its notes and hills, on demand, in 
specie.” 


These two points of the inquiry seem to the com- 
mittee to assume the expediency of a course of le- 
gislation which shall revive and introduce again 
into practice the deposite system established by the 
act of 1836, as the system upon which the public 
money is to be kept and disbursed. Under this 
supposition, the opinion of the committee, as tothe 
first inquiry, does not indicate the necessity of fur. 
ther legislation; while the plain and unquestioned 
construction of the act, as to the second, compels 
an answer which, to the minds of those who desire 
the reintroduction of thatsystem, may seem to point 
out such a necessity. 

Not so with the majority of the committee. 
While left by the senate tothe free exercise of their 
own opinions, they cannot recommend any legisla- 
tion, the effect of which will be to reunite the pub- 
lic treasury and the banks. by a return of the pub- 
lic treasure to the nses of banking; to stimulate and 
compel the banks to discount upon the public mo- 
ney, by exacting from them an interest for its use; 
to promote an expansion in the paper issues of the 
banks, exactly proportioned to the fertility of the 
public revenues, and a correspondent embartass- 
ment of the public treasury. when a sterility of re- 
venue shall call for the public money which has 
passed into the hands of the customers of the banks. 
Such, they believe, have been the effects of the 
system of deposites, the revival of which the reso- 
lution seems to contemplate. That system com- 
pelled the deposite of all the public money in 
banks; it piaced it in those institutions upon gene- 
ral deposite, and thus made if, in fact and in law, 
the money of the banks, and not the money of the 
people; it not only held out an inducement to the 
banks to use the money for the purposes of discount 
and banking, but, in this way, gave them the right 
so to use it, in defiance of the popular will, and of 
the public authorities; it went further, and com- 
pelled them to convert it to some profitable em- 
ployment, by demanding interest from thetn while 
it wasin their keeping. Time and experience have 
shown the cc:sequences of such a policy, and, 
were there no other reason, these consequences 
would forbid the committee from recommending 
jany legislation calculated, or intended, to revive 
that system. 

The action of the senate, however, appears to 
them eqvally to stand in the way of any such re- 
‘commendation. A special convocation of con- 
gress, in September last, was a tiecessity imposed 
iby the failure of this system of deposites, and the 
erbarrassmnents to the public treasury thereby oc- 
casioned. Recommendations for the keeping and 
management of the public money, without the aid 
of the banks, and especially for a permanent sepa- 
ration between the treasure of the people and the 
business of banking, were then laid before congress 
by the president. These recommendations were 
deliberately and definitively acted upon and adopt- 
‘ed by the senate, but failed to receive the assent of 
ithe other branch of congress. At the commence- 
inent of the present session, the same recommen- 
dations, substantially, were renewed, and again the 
senate has, after long deliberation and debate, 
adopted them, in the shape of a bill, and thus sent 
them to the house for its concurrence. If that bill 
shall become a Jaw, the whole deposite system re- 
|cognised and legalized by the deposite act of 1836, 
will be superseded. Will the senate, then, by its 
own action, supersede its own bill? Wéillit. in the 
absence of all information as to what may be the 
fate of that measure in the co-ordinate branch of 
the legislature, or rather with the knowledge that it 
has not yet been considered there, send another bill 
upon the same general subject, based upon adverse 
principles? 
| The committee can only repeat, what thev have 
|fonnd it to be their duty to say upon a kindred 
‘branch of this subject, that whether such duplicate 
|action, by the same legislative body, be consistent 
| with established parliamentary law, with the eco- 
|nomy of legislation, or with the uniformity of de- 
cisions which should characterize all deliberative 
bodies, are questions which properly address them- 
selves to the senate and not to them; but upon the 
merits of the propositions they must be permitted 
to feel entire confidence that no sufficient reasons 
for a change of opinion or action can be presented 

The remaining inquiry embraced in the resolu- 
tion is in the following words: 

“Third. And alsoto inquire into the expediency 
of repealing or modifying those provisions of the 
said act, which prohibit the receipt, in payment of 
debts and dues to the United States, of the bills of 
all banks which issue bills of less denomination 
thar five dollars.” 

This inquiry relates to the last clanse of the 5th 
section of the act, which reads as follows: 

‘*Nor shall the notes or bills of any bank he re- 
ceived in payment of any debt due to the United 

















States, which shall, afler the said fourth day of Jy. 
ly, in the year one thousand eight hundred ang 
thirty-six, issue any note or bill of a less denomj. 
uation than five dollars.” 

This provision of the law of 1886, was inserteg 
in furtherance of a policy some years since adopt. 
by congress, as will be seen by the 8th section of 
the proposed recharter of the Bank of the United 
States of the year of 1832, which reserved tu con. 
gress the power, from and after the 3d of March 
1836, to prohibit that institution from issuing or 
circulating notes of a less denomination than twen. 
ty dollars. That act did not become a law, but this 
feature of it met the approbation of the two houses 
of congress, while the objections of the then pregj. 
dent to the bill made no mention of this provision 
as exceptionable in his mind. On the contrary, his 
whole policy, and all his recommendations in rela. 
tion to the currency, after that date, and especially 
after the time when the power could have been ex. 
ercised, favored the policy of this limitation. Va. 
rious legislation of congress in the year 1886, dis. 
tinctly indicated a determination to adhere to, and 
carry out the policy, and by limiting the circula. 
tion of bank notes of the smaller denominations, to 
secure a currency oi coin only for the minor trans. 
actions of business, for the payment of day labor. 
ers, for the change required in pecuniary dealings 
and the like; and in this way, also to give a tore 
broad metallic basis to cur whole paper circulation, 
Many of the states of the union fell into the policy 
thus adopted and pursued by this government, and 
conformed their legislation to the obieet proposed, 
It seemed to be universally conceded that these 
two objects could only be secured by the exclusion 
of small bank notes fiom ordinary circulation; and 
all adopted the policy as wise, and worthy of pur- 
suit. The powers of this government could etect 
little, as the paper circulation to be suppressed was 
that of the notes of banks existing by, and acting 
under state authority; but what it could do, was 
proposed to be done by the provision of the depo. 
site law above quoted. As a more direct, and 
much more efficicut movement, a very general and 
vigorous etiort was made by the states and the peo- 
ple toexclude from circulation bank notes o€a Jess 
denomination than five dollars; and several states, 
whose banks had, theretofore, been authorized to 
issue notes of the denominations of one, tvo, and 
three dollars, took from them that an hority, whil 
the banks of several other states had either never 
possessed that authority, or had been deprived of it 
at a previous veriod. The progress in this attempt- 
ed reform of the currency was materially retarded 
by the fact that all the states did not enter info, and 
act upon it, so as to restrain the issnes of small 
notes by their banks, and that the banks of the 
British provinces upon our northwestern boundary 
continued fo issue small notes, which found a more 
or less extended cirenlation in the contiguous states 
of the nnion. Still the advance towards an entire 
metallic circulation for all sums below five dollars 
was as rapid as, in the then situation of the coun- 
try and the banks, could reasonably have been ex- 
pected; and additional states were taking measures 
for the gradual exclusion of the small notes of their 
banks, when the suspension of specie payments, 
with very few exceptions, by all the banks of all 
the states, in May, 1837, arrested the salutary im- 
provement. 

The suspension was, to every practical exter 
perfect. The banks, asa general rule, did not pay 
specie upon any denomination of their notes. or 10 
any class of their creditors. An unavoidable con- 
sequence followed. All the coin in circulation, the 
most of which had been put in cirenlation by the 
policy aud measures before adverted to, was either 
gathered into the banks, not to be again given oul 
for the circulating currency of the country, or was 
hoarded by private holders, to whose minds the sus 

ension had communicated a feeling allied to paule, 
inclining them to treasure up all they had whic! 
was money, precisely in proportion to the diminn: 
tion of their confidence in the value of that circ: 
lating mediuin which had, therefore, repre sented 
money. but could not do so during the continuance 
of the entire suspension of specie payments by the 
banks. Hence, either an absence of any medium 
for business transactions under five dollars, or the 
worst of all media which an enlightened public 
feeling could tolerate, soon became, in many sé 
tions of the union, an evil of the first magnitede, 
and one against which the interference of the state 
legislatures was commandingly invoked, In obe- 
dience to calls of thi- description from a sufferi's 
constituency, the legislatures of several of the staf’ 
which had adopted ard prosecuted the policy hee 
stituting the circulation of coin for that of si? 
bank notes in the minor pecuniary transactions © 
society, felt it to be their duty to retrogade In the 





action, and again to confer upon their banking 
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stitutions the power to issue, and the right to cir- 
culate, notes of the denominations below five dol- 
jars. In some cases this change of policy, in the 
action of the stat-s, has been made general and un 
limited; while in others, as the committee think 
more wisely and fortunately, it has been made tein- 
orary, and adopted with an evident design, not to 
abandon the policy, but to meet the particular grive- 
ance, and, that being obviated, to return to those 
sound measures Which, as permanent regulations of 
jaw, cannot failto have a most salutary infl ence 
upon our enrrency generally, and especially upon 
the interest of the poorer, and by far the most nu- 
merous classes, in its soundness and reality. 

Sill the committee suppose that nearly all the 
banks in many entire states have, in obedience to, 
and in confirmity with, this change of policy in the 
legislative action of the states under whose anthori- 
ty they exist, violated the restriction imposed by 
the clause of the deposite law of 1836 last, above 
quoted, and thus put it out of the power of the fis- 
cal officers of this government to receive any of 
their notes in any payment to the United States 
while that restriction remains in force, and without 
modification. Under such circumstances, the coin- 
mittee are not prepared to say that this provision 
should be so rigicly adhered to as to perpetuate the 
exclusion of the notes of these banks from the pub- 
lic receipts, while the notes of other banks, no 
more safe, arereceived. Such arule would not aid 
the policy which the committee earnestly advocate 
of giving greater stability to our paper circulation, 
but would merely establish an inviduous diserimi- 
nation between the diiferent local banking instito- 
tious, founded, so far as they can discover, upon no 
defensible principle. Had these violations of the 
restriction imposed by the deposite law been en- 
tirely voluntary on the part of the banks; had no 
suspension of specie payinents, and no consequent 
derangement of the whole paper currency, inter- 
vened; and, even under these pressing inducements, 
had not the interference of the legislatures of the 
states anthorized the violations, and, in so.ne cases, 
at least, rendered the issue of the small notes al- 
most, if not altogether, a duty in the estimation of| 
the surrounding cominnnity,the committee would be 
the last persons to suggest even, much less to re- 
coinmend, the remission of the penalty which this 
law of congress imposes upon the act. 

After what has been said, it will not be expected 
that the cominittee will yield to “the expediency of 
repealing those provisions of the said act which 
prohibit the receipt in payment of debts and dues 
to the United States of the bills of all banks which 
issue bills of less denomination than five dollars.” 
This would be to yield the sound and salutary 
policy which the provisions were designed to carry 
out; one of the last things, in the administration of 
the aifairs of this government, which the coinmit- 
tee are disposed to surrender... While the benefits 
of a sound and stable currency are so loudly de- 
tanded by all parties and all interests, and while 
the cominittee know and feel that a greater in- 
fusion of coin into the circulating medium of the | 
country is the safest mode of reaching that great } 
and good result, they cannot become parties, such 
less agents, in a course of legislation which shall 
surrender the first step towards a consummation so 
ardently desired by all. They,therefore, give their 
opinion against a repeal of this provision. 

It remains to consider what modification can pro- 
petly be adopted to meet the case, and not weaken 














of the currency, is still thought to have been salu- 
tary upon all interests, public and private. These 
are circumstances, which, as it seems to the com- 
mitte, cannot escape the attention of congress iti 
deciding upon the propriety of the suggested modi- 
fication of this provision of the deposite law of 1836. 

Still the question is one connecting itself with 
the general subject of legislation, covered by the 
bill upon which, as has been before remarked, the 
senate has acted, during its present session, and 
which bill has been, long since, sent to the house 
of representatives for the concurrence of that body. 
When that bill shall be acted upon, the coinmittee 
believe that an amendinent. to the effect they bave 
suggested, will be proper and expedient; and as 





they have abundant evidence that the attention of 


that body has been repeatedly and expressly called 
fo this particular point, they bave no reason to 
doubt that it will receive the required modification 
there, in case the judgment of the house, upon the 
propriety of its adoption, shall agree with that 
which the committee entertain and express. 

They believe it, therefore, inexpedient that any 
independent proposition to accomplish this object 
should, at the present time, be originated in, or 
acted pon by, the senate. Should the bill referred 
to be rejected by the house, or should it be returned 
to the senate without the amendinent suggested, 
in either case the modification may be originated, 
and passed as an independent bill, without material 
consumption of time, in relation to the business of 
this body, while its aioption by the other, in the 
manner here suggested, will save the time and forms 
of independent legislative action. For these rea- 
sons the committee return the resolution to the 
senite, without any proposition for the present ac- 
tion of the body upon any one of its suggestions. 





SPEECH OF JUDGE WHITE 


Upon the bill reported by the committee on the judt- 
ciary, to mrevent the issuing and circulation of the 
bills, notes, and securilies, of corporations created 
by congress which have expired, &c. Delivered in 
he senate of the United States, April 20, 1838. 


Mr. President: I do not wish that the reasons 

for the vote winch I intend to give on this bill 
should be misunderstood, therefore, I now address 
rou. 
The evil to be remedied by its passage is the re- 
issuing the notes of the late bank of the United 
States, chartered by congress in 1816. The penal- 
ty to be inflicted is that of fine and imprisonment. 
[ deny that congress has the power to pass such a 
bill. 

Let us examine, for a moment, the principles 
contended for by its friends. Ist. mv honorable 
colleague has deduced the power from the 2d sec- 
tiun of the 3d article of the constitution, which 
says, that the courts of the United States shai! 
have jarisdiction in all cases arising under the con- 
stitution or laws of the United States, &c. 

This clause was never intended to designate the 
cases in which congress should lezislute, but the 
cases which the judiciary might decide. 

All cases in which we legislate, whether we 
have the constitutional power or not, the judiciary 
may have cognizance of. If, because the judiciary 
have this jurisdiction in all cases, congress may 
also legislate in all cases, there is an end of all 
limitation to the powers of the federal govern- 
ment. 

This is a more extravagant claim of power than 





the great principle contended for. That, in the 
pinion of the committee, is a proposition of easy | 
solution. The legislation of several of the states, | 
to which reference has been made, furnishes a pre- | 
cedent which congress can safely follow. <A post- | 
ponemnent, so far, of the operative limitation of 
the provision, as to relieve the banks from the ex- 
clusion caused by former violations; the fixing of 
another day, beyond which, if they shall again cease 
to issue notes below the denomination of five dol- 
lars, their notes may be received in payment of 
the public dues, will effectually cnre the evil com- 
pl tined of; place the excluded banks, so far as the 
legislation of congress is concerned, upon the same 
footing with their neighbor institutions, and pre- 
serve the policy of the law, in no other respect im 
patred than as to the time when that policy shall 
ecome practice. 
he committee cannot, in justice to their own 
feelings. fail here to notice that many of the ex- 
cluded banks have been amony the first in the ecoun- 
ry to resume specie payments; that their issue of 
notes under the denomination of five dollars was a 
measure believed, not by those interested in the 
banks simply, but by the community within which 
'ey are located, to be in direct aid of a speedy re- 
sumption by the institutions which made the issues; 
and that the effect of those issues, under the cir- 
CUmstances of the case, and in the then condition 





I have ever known to be set up by any class of poli- 
ticians. 

2d. His next recourse is to that clanse in the 
constitution which gives tu congress the power ‘to 
coin money and to regulate the value of it,” &c. 

From this clause he has argued that congress has 
the whole power over the coin, and, if these notes 
are perinitted to circulate, they will pnt ont of cir- 
enlation an equal amnonnt of coin, therefore con- 
cress has the power to legislate them ont of circu- 
lation. I deny the soundness of this arguinent. 

It is true congress has the sole power over the 
coin, but it is not true that they have, on that ac- 
count, absolute power over all credits which the 
states or the people may choose to circulate as 
substitutes for coin. They cannot pass any law 
which will make it unlawful for one man to circn- 
late the promisory negotiable note of another, as a 
substitute for coin. Nor can they prohibit the cir- 
culation of notes issued by banks chartered by any 
of the states. 

The circulation of checks or notes on state banks 
displaces specie to the same amount. and if this 
argument of my colleagne were sound, this whole 
circulation could, at any time, be prohibited by 
congress. 

This claim of power is, in itself, so extravagant, 
that few have heretofore ventured ta assert it. Ip 


my Opinion, it comes with a bad grace from t.ose 
claiming to be states right men, or republicans of 
the Jetfersonian school. 

3d. His last resource, to establish this power, is 
a recurrence to that clause in the constitution 
which givescongress the power to pass all laws, 
necessary and proper, to carry into effect any of 
the powers before vested in them. 

This arguinent of.my colleague carries us back, 
and places us upon the broad old federal doctrine, 
‘that congress may do any thing which they be- 
lieve is for the general welfare.” 

The republican doctine is, that this clause in the 
constitution, instead of vesting in congress any 
power on any new svbject, was intended as a litmi- 
tation upon powers already granted. Without this 
clause, congress would have been compelled, in 
many cases, to take power by implication, or by 
construction, otherwise they could not attain many 
of the objects over which express powers to legis- 
late had been granted to them. To cut off ail 
pretence for assuming powers by implication, this 
clause was inserted, and express power conferred 
to pass all laws necessary and proper to give etlect 
to the attainment of those objects, in relation to 
which express powers had been granted. 

I cannot but think, that he who now insists on 
the reverse, and still calls himself a republican of 
the Jetlersonian school, mistakes the class of poli- 
ticians to which he belongs. Certain I am, he 
and I do not belong to the same class, because I 
will not take from this clause the power to act on 
any new or independent subject whatever. I can 
only take power from it to use the means necessary 
and appropriate to etfectuate some object, in rela- 
tion‘to which an express power to legislate is given. 

The honorable senator from New Jersey. who 
addressed us yesterday, has had recourse to judicial 
determinations, to prove that congress possesses 
the power to pass this bill. 

It appeared to me that those anthorities only 
went to establish, that where congress has the 
power to creaie an institution, they have the power 
to regulate it or to destroy it. 

It this doctrine is sound, the argument leaves me 
exactly where it found me, because I ain one of 
that unfortunate class of politicians who do not 
lelieve congress had the power to creale this corpo- 
batten, 

the honorable senator from Alabama, farthest 
from me, Mr. Clay, supposes we have the power 
to puss this bill, because the notes thus improperly 
put in circulation, the United States are morally 
bound to pay. 

I deny that the United States ever were, or ever 
van be, either legally or morally bound to pay a 
stagzle note issued by that bank. 

Vhe bank was called by our name, we were 
st.ckholders to the amount of seven millions of 
'cllars, and we were no farther bound to the pay- 
iment of the debts of that bank than any individual 
owning the same amount of stock, and the very 
inoment we sold the stock we were not interested 
ithe bank to the amount of one cent. 

‘The cases put by the senator to illustrate his ar- 
uttment, prove that the name of this bank has mis- 
led him. 

lle says, if a man forges a note or obligation 
pon the treasurer of the United States, he could 
be punished for forgery, &c. 

Suppose I yiel: that he could, why would he be 
tlius punishable by an act of congress? It would 
le hecause the treasurer is an officer of the United 
States, and because, if the forged note or obliga- 
‘ion were genuine, the United States must pay the 
unmey outof the treasury. 

The persons this bill intends to punish, are not 
our officers, our agents. or our trustees; nor are the 
United States, either legally or morally, bound to 
pay one dollar to redeem these notes. 

Ihe tiotes, if re-issued, are thus dealt with, by 
the officers, the agents, or trustees of the bank, in 
which we have no interest whatever, the United 
Mates having sold the whole amount of their 
stuck to the bank chartered by Pennsylvania. 

1 think if the honorable senator will reconsider 
ih. opinions he has advanced, and give them an 
application to the facts as they really exist, he will 
ln» satisfied he is maintaining a doctrine too ex- 
travagant to be seriously insisted on by any one. 

I'he argument of the honorable senator from 
Connecticut, Mr. Niles, is by far more plausible 
than any thing I have heard. 

It is this in substance, that we cannot now in- 
quire whether cougress had the power to charter 
this bank or not. It was chartered, these notes 
were made in virtue of a power conferred by the 
charter, and it is our duty to see that society is not 
defrauded by means of onr creation. 

lf there were no other means of checking the 
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the case would tnake a ian strain bard to find some 
source from which he could have power to compel 
these who are trustees to cancel those notes as fast 
as they are lifted by them. 

But there is no sort of necessity for our legisla- 
tion to check this mischief. 

How are the facts? 

By the charter of 1816, the bank had twenty 
years, within which to do bysiness; they expired 
on the 3d March, 1836. The bank was to have 
{wo additional years within which to wind up its 
eoncerns; they expired the 3d of March, 1838. 

Before the expiration of the twenty years the 
state of Pennsylvania gave to the stockholders, with 
the exception of the United States, a new charter, 
and the old stuckholders transferred to this new 
bank all theirfunds in trust to wind up their con- 
cerns; in other words, in trust to collect all debts 
due to the old bank, and to pay all the debts it owed. 

Now I am very clear in the opinion that when- 
ever the trustee, with the funds of the old bank, 
lifted any of its notes, it was a duty to cancel them, 
and if, instead of doing so, the trustee re-issued 
thei, it was a breach of trust, and upon an appli- 
cation to a court of chancery, by any one having 
an interest, I have no doubt a decree would be 
made to restrain the re-issue, and to compel the 
trustee to cancel the notes as fast as lifted with the 
trust funds. 

Where then is the necessity for congress to ex- 
ert the power to check a mischief for which there 
is a clear, unembarrassed, and adequate remedy? 
There can be none as I think. There certainly is 
none to protect any interest of the United States. 
They n ver had any interest in this new bank, and 
they have none in the old, because under an act of 
cougress our seven millions of stock were sold to 
the new bank, receipted for, and as fast as the in 
stalinents have fallen due, according to the con- 
tract, they have been punctually paid. 

There, therefore, as it seems to me, can be no 
necessity or propriety in deriving the power claim- 
ed from the necessity of the case, and there is the 
more danger in deriving any power from such a 
source, b-cause every honest mind is easily tmisled 
by it, as the exercise of the power is to attain an 
object honest and praiseworthy. 

But, Mr. President, are not all those who assume 
this ground, and think we have no power to charter 
a bank, assuming a most dangerous and deceptive 
ground? 

I cannot but think so, and with great deference I 
say, it has appeared to me, we are likely to cominit 
error by not separating in our minds things which 
ought to be kept distinct. 

‘The new bank and the old bear the same name. 
The stockholders, with the exception of the United 
States, are the saine in both banks. The principal 
officers in the old are the prominent officers in the 
new. Hence I have thought we are inclined to 
view the officers in this state bank as our officers, 
exercising an authority derived from the United 
States, when in truth and in fact they derive their 
power and authority under a state law, and are nei- 
ther our officers, our trustees, nor our agents. Their 
whole power and authority over the alfairs of the 
old bank are derived from the contract between the 
old and new banks, by which the latter became the 
trustee of the former. 

Is it possible that congress can derive any power 
to legislate on this point on the ground of this con- 
tract? 

Suppose Pennsylvania had never granted this 
new charter, and the stockholders of the old bank 
had made just such acontract with the bank of 
Virginia in virtue of which this latter bank be- 
eame ihe trustee, and there was an alleyation that 
this trustee was re-issuing some of the notes instead 
of cancelling them Is any gentleman prepared to 
maintain that eongress could pass a law to send the 
trustee to jail, or to have hius mulcted in a fine? 

Upon principle there is no distinction between the 
cases. 

This elaim of power rests upon the ground that 
as we inferred the power to create the bank, when 
in truth we had no such power, we may assume any 
other power we choose to check our own mischief. 

I deny this doctrine entirely, and insist that by 
our own legislution we can never enlarge our own 
powers. 

Here we have created a bank. Will any gentle- 
man affirin that an express power to charter a bank 
is given in the constitution? No gentleman can so 
allege. Even those who claiin such a power for 
congress have never pretended there is any express 

rant of power. All agree it is a power that must 
4 inferred tor the sake of carrying out some other 
express graut of power. 

Some have said we bave express power to lay and 
collect taxcs, and a bank is necessary as a fiseal 
agent. 








Others that we have a power to coin money, and 
therefore congress has power over the whcle curren- 
cy, and to keep that sound, a bank is essential. 

While those who deny any such power have de- 
nominated it “a vagrant, crawling over the cousti- 
tution in search of a soft place on which to make a 
comfortable settlement.” 

if we pass this bill, in my judgment, we first as- 
sume, by implication, that congress had the power to 
charter the bank, and then we infer that congress can 
impose whatever pains and penalties it pleases, even 
unto death, to coinpel the cancelling of the notes. 

These powers, I think, we do not possess, and, 
therefore, I will not exercise them, I will adhere 
to what I think the old republican doctrine: 

Ist. Shew an express grant of power to do the 
principal matter, and then 

2d. That the means you wish to employ are the 
necessary and proper means to be used, and I am 
ready to act; if [ doubt, reasonably, I ought not to act. 

Is there any gentleman who hears me can say 
there is no reasonable doubt in this case? 

After all, if we pass this bill, how is any one to 
find out what notes were re-issued? There will be 
no mark put upon them. 

We can only believe some have been re-issued, 
because we see, at an after day, more are in circu- 
lation than there were on a former one: but what 
identical notes they were, society can have no means 
of knowing. 

I now have one or two in my pocket, but I have 
no knowledge when or how they were put in ciren- 
lation, nor had J any means of ascertaining. All I 
know is that they came to my hands fairly. 

Other gentlemen, who condemn my rule of con- 
struing the constitution, may find a satisfactory 
source from which to derive their power to pass this 
bill; if so, let them pass it. All I wish, is, that the 
principles, on which I act, may be understood. 

Mr. President: I might here close my remarks, 
because I have said all that I intend to say immedi- 
ately applicable to the bill before us, but my honor- 
able colleague, in opening this discussion, allowed 
himself such a latitude, that I feel it my duty, to 
those absent as well as to those present, to touch 
upon some other topics, which, at some tiine, it will 
be my duty to notice, and perhaps there may never 
be a more fit occasion than the present. 

Let no one suppose I am about to make any 
observations upon the letter of Mr. Biddle to Mr. 
Adams, which has been the subject of so many re- 
marks from my colleage. 

Whether the views presented in that letter be 
sound or unsound; whether Mr, Biidle or my col- 
league is the best skilled in finance, or in the doc- 
trine of currency; whether his letter be an attack 
on the administration or not; in short, whether his 
letter was prudent or imprudent, are matters with 
which I do not intend to intermeddle at this time. 

Before I am done, Iexpect to shew, that what 
has been said by my colleague is the first open 
rupture, among those, who have once been on terins 
of intimacy, and all know how delicate an affair it 
is to interfere in such a case. 

When the honorable senator from Missouri, Mr. 
Benton, addressed us the other day on the sub- 
treasury bill, he read us a letter which he had re- 
ceived froin the late president of the United States 
for the sake of refuting the charge made against him, 
that he had once been friendly to the im 9 and only 
wished to destroy it, because the directors of it 
would not use its influence to accomplish his polit- 
ical purposes. He at the same time told us he in- 
tended to incorporate it in his speech by publishing 
a copy of it. He has done so, and when I read his 
speech a few days since, and this letter, [ was indu- 
ced to believe that the writer had fallen into some 
errors Which it was a duty to some of my consti- 
tuents should be corrected. 

I wish, before I proceed to what I have to say on 
this subject, to state that I am not one of those who 
ever stated that the author of this letter has ever 
been friendly to the bank and became dissatisfied 
with it because it would not loan its influence to 
hin. Nor do I now intend to make any such accu- 
sation. My purpose is a very different one. 

The letter 1s dated “29th November, 1837,” and 
its author in the second paragraph says. “When the 
‘taristocratic few,’’ at Nashville first made a move- 
“ment to obtain a branch there, they were forestalled 
“by a law of the legislature, imposing a heavy fine 
“upon any bank that should attempt to do business 
“within the limits cf the state, without being first 
“chartered by the legislature thereof. This provi- 
“sion had my cordial approbation, and prevented 
“while it continued in force a location of the branch 
‘tof the bank at Nashville, but it was afterwards re- 
peated, &c.” 

This statement induced me to look into the docu- 
ments appended to the committee’s report at the 
session of 1334 and 1835 for two purposes. 





ee meee 





— 

Ist. To see when the citizens of Nashyj}). first 
applied for the establishment of a branch at 
place, and 

2d. ‘To see who were the applicants, denominateg 
the ‘aristocratic few.’” 

I find by the senate doc. vol. 2, page 226, the firs 
application is dated at Nashville, west Tetinesse¢ 
July 18th, 1817, and is signed by upwards of sixty 
persons. 

On the 3d day of October, ia the same year, thj, 
application is pressed in a letter of William Carroj) 
alterwards governor, addressed to the president of 
the bank. 

The act passed by the legislature of the state, tay. 
ing a branch, if brought there, was not passed till 
the 22d day of November, 1817.—Vide same voluyye 
puge 239. 

If the writer of this letter, therefore intended to be 
understood as saying, that when the first application 
for a branch was inade, there was a law of the state 
which forestalled them, the statement is erroneous: 
there was no such law for upwards of four months 
alterwards. In putting an estimate upon the char. 
acter of any members of a community, I think jt 
ought to make a great diflerence, whether their ap- 
plication was made for the doing that which is jp 
violation of law, or of that which the law did not 
prohibit. 

When a man has such a weight of character as the 
writer of this letter, what he says of others, espe. 
cially his acquaintances and neighbours, has an in. 
uence throughout the whole country, and I do not 
think he onght to indulge in statements that may af. 
fect their reputation without the strictest regard to 
accuracy. Again. ‘These applicants are called 
‘the aristocratic few.” 

Mr. President, you have heard the speech of iny 
colleague, in the course of which he has given an 
account of his political creed. Whiose name do you 
think is to be found on this aristocratic list. 


Strange as you. or the senate may think of it, it 
is nevertheless true, that his name is the very first on 
the list, and is succeeded by those of Robert Weakly, 
Thomas Claiborne, John C. McLemore, Alired 
Balch and William Carroll, with many others; some 
of whom are men of the first respectability and 
standing. 

Now, sir, I should certainly have thought those, 
whose names I have mentioned would have been 
the last men he would have called by such a name. 
If the writer of that letter has any friends left him 
upon earth, I should think on the 291h November 
last he would have considered those gentlemen as 
falling within that class. Politically they seem to 
have made it a point to think with him and, for the 
last few years in all things, to act according to his 
will. 

They may, in fact, be said to live and move and 
havein him their political being. Although I do 
not profess to have at this time any particular re- 
gard for any one of those whose names I have men- 
tioned, yet I must say I do not think it correct to 
denominate any one of them ‘an uristocrat:” one 
who would be willing to take all power from the 
many, and give it to the few, on the ground that 
they were better born, or more wealthy than their 
neighbours. 

They and I differ about many things, but I should 
not like soberly to denominate them federalists even; 
and if compelled to give any opinion, I could only, i 
truth, say, that L did not know they had any par- 
ticular politics. . 

Others whose names I have not mentioned, will 
be found on that list, who are men of the first re- 
spectability, and who would struggle as hard for an 
equality of rights as any men in ary community, 
and are as much entitled to the reputation of repub- 
licans as any of my constituents. 

The distinguished author of the letter, in a sub- 
sequent part of it, proceeds to speak of the repeal 
of the act of 1817, and of the visit of general Cad- 
wallader after such repeal, with a view to the estab- 
lishment of a branch at Nashville, and says: ‘Some 
short period after the visit of general Cadwallader, 
when the branch was established, a recommen¢a- 
tion for the appointment of two gentlemen to fill 
the places of its president and cashier was shewn (0 
me, with request that I should state my knowledge 
of the character of these two gentlemen. The bank 
being established and the people liable to be cursed 
with all its attendant evils I expressed my confi- 
dence in the two gentlemen referred to, believing 
them to be honest, and that as far as they had control 
over the institution it would not be wielded for cor 
rupt political purposes. This recommendation 
have been informed has been used to prove my 4)” 
probation of this bank, &c.” 

The whole point in this matter rests upon the time 
at which the recommendation was made. The au- 
(hor says, it was after the repeal of the act of 151", 
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“er Mr. Cad wallader’s visit, and after the establish- 
ment of the branch! ; 

This statement ts founded in error. The act was 
repealed Nov. 25th, 1826. General Cadwallader’s 
yisit was alter that, and the establishment of the 
pranch still later, 

This recoun:nendation on the very face of it, must 
satisfy every person that it was given before the re- 
eal of the law, not aflerwards. It sets out with 
saying it is given in anticipation of the establishment 
of a branch. ; 

It recominends Robert Searey, as president, who, 
I think, was dead betore the repeal of the law; it is 
sigued officially as ‘“‘major general southern divi- 
gion.” Atis his recommendation, in company with 
several devoted friends of the bank, each with all 
the audition to his name which truths would warrant. 

In 1326 the author of this letter was not major 

eneral. He had ceased to be solong before. Had 
ae vovernor of Florida, senator in congress, and 
candidate for president. The recommendation, al- 
though not dated, was undoubtedly about the year 
1318 or 1319 as [ should think, and at the very tine 
the struggle was going on between the friends of the 
bank and the advocates of the state law. 

(Here Mr. White read the following document 
and proceeded. } 
«Jo the PrestDENT ofthe U.S. Bank, Philadelphia. 

The undersigned, in anticipation of the location 
at this place of a branch of the United States Bank, 
tale this inethod of recoummending to your consid- 
eration persous qualified for the direction of the 
saine, viz: president and cashier. From along and 
intimate knowledge of the public and private char- 
acter of major Robert Searey, the present acting 
payinaster for west Tennessee we feel no_ hesita- 
tion innaming him as a person who would give 
geueral satisfaction as president of so important an 
institution; and from the numerous services ren- 
dered by this gentleman both in a civil and mili-° 
tary capacity, we think hii entitled to a large por- 
tion of public pationage, in addition to what the 
undersigned, can testify, his services and capacity 
are well known, and no doubt duly appreciated by 
the heads of departinent at Washington city.” 

“For cashier, we beg leave to naine John Som- 
meiville, who is at this time cashier of the state 
bank at Nashville. This gentleman is known to 
soine of your honorable body as a person qualified 
lor the duties of this appointiment, his integrity has 
been long tried and approved, and we feel no hesi- 
tation in recommending him to you as one who, in 
receiving the appointment of cashier, would unite 
the approbation of his fellow citizens.” 


Joun McNetry, federal judge. 
ANDREW JACKSON, maj gen'l southern division. 
Rospert BoTcer, aaj’t. gen’l. do 
R. WEAKLY, 
citizen and former member of congress. 
J. W. Overton, at’g. and former 
supervisor and sup. judge. 
Joun Correct, brigadier gen’l. late war. 
James JACKSON, merchant and president 
branch bunk at Nashville. 
J. WHARTON, formerly senator in congress. 
Joun P. Erwin, merchant.” 


Whether he was at that time the friend or opponent 
of the bank [ do not know, but one thing seems pretty 
evident that so far as this recommendation would 
go, itis well calculated to throw his weight aginst 
those then struggling to maintain the law of the state 
against the influence of the bank and its friends. 

Mr. President, [ will soon prove to the satisfaction 
? the senate, that the struggle was no trifling 
affair, 

The act prohibiting the branch, as we have seen, 
passed on the 22d Nov. 1817; the news soon spread; 
a town meeting was called in Nashville on the 31st 
January following; the proceedings are not lengthy; 
(will read thein to shew what was done and by 
whorn, 

“Ata public meeting of the citzens of Davidson 
county, and the adjoining counties, at the court 
house in the town of Nashville, on Saturday, the 
3ist day of January, instant, pursuant to notice 
given in the Clarion, 

“The honorable Jesse Wharton was appointed 
Chairman, and O. B. Hayes secretary. 

‘“Mr. Grundy rose and stated the object of the 
meeting, and presented the following resolutions, 
Which, after some discussion, were unanimonsly 
adopted, with the exception of one or two votes on 
the first and last resolutions. 

“ Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting 
that the late Jaw passed by the legislature of this 
State, in taxing banks to be established in this 
state by an authority other than the laws of this 
state, while the banks established by the authority 
of the state are not taxed, is impolitic and uncon- 


** Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting , 


States Bank at this place, would be beneficial to 


and best interests of Tennessee. 


the United States, on this interesting and import. | 


ment of a branch ot that institution at this place. 
** Whereupon, the chairman appointed F. Grun- 
dy, O. B. Hayes, John P. Erwin, George W. Gibbs, 
J. Whiteside, A. Balch, and A. Hynes, a commit- 
tee for the above purpose. 

Test: O. B. Hayes, Secretary.” 
(Here Mr. White having read the proceedings and 
resolutions proceeded to say.] 

Thus the senate will see iny colleague again fore- | 

most; proposer of the resolutions, and first among | 

the debaters. 

The proceedings I should think are not very 

marked in favor of state rights, still they are deco- 

rous, and contain such au expression of opinion as 

freemen had a right to make. 

In pursuance of these resolutions a committee 

was appointed to forward the proceedings to the pre- 

sident and directors in Poilad -Iphia accompanied by 

an address. 

At the head of that committee we again find my 

honorable colleague, and let us see what language 

he thought fit to employ there against those op- 

posed to this bank. 

[Here Mr. White read the address and pro- 

ceeded. ] 

Toun meeting and letter of committee of Nashville. 
** Nashville, January 31, 1818. 

“ Gentlemen: Enclosed we transmit you a copy 
of the resolutions this day adopted by the citizens 
of this vicinity, in relation to the establishment of 
a branch of the national bank at this place. 
‘From the spirit of these resolutions, you will | 
perceive the correct view which the people of this 
country have taken of the act of the late legisla- | 
ture of this state, intended virtually to prevent the 
operation of this bank in Tennessee; and pertit | 
us to assure you, that this is the general sentiment , 
of the citizens of this state, so faras we have been | 
able to ascertain the same. 

“In making the statement to you, we are influ- | 
enced by what we believe a duty we owe to the 
character of Tennessee. For she has not been less 
uniform in her political principles, and inviolable 
attachment to the general governinent. than dis- 
tinguished for her alacrity and prowess, in defend- 
ing the honor of the union. Ande lest persons at a 
distance should suppose from her legislature having | 
inconsiderately raised the arm of hostility against 
a great fiscal establishment of the general govern- 
ment, that her character was not to be confided in, 
we seize with pleasure every oportunity to show 
to the world that such conclusion is erroneous. 

‘*We beg leave to assure you that no point 
could be selected, in our opinion, where a larger 
profit could be divided from a branch, with the 
capital of about a million of dollars; and that no 
section of the union so much requires a circulating 
medium, in which society has confidence. But we 
forbear entering into 2 detail of the various facts 
and causes which lead to such an opinion, because 
we know that the course of trade, the wealth, and 
the great natural resources of Tennessee, are well 
known to many gentlemen of Philadelphia. 

‘“*We cannot close this address without making 
a tender of acknowledgments for ourselves, and in 
behalf of the citizens by whom we were selected to 
address you upon this subject, for the great lihe- 





| 
} 


that the establishment of a branch of the United a statement. 


Now I should have disliked to have made such 
So far from being true, public senti- 
nent then was, and continued tor eight years most 


the institution, grateful to the people, useful in its decidedly the other way, and never could be chang- 
operation, and greatly conducive to the prosperity ed until the directors of the Nashville bank let it 
|go down in 1826, when the legislature was in ses- 
** Resolved, That a cuinmittee of seven persons sion; and under the influence of the embarrass- 
be appointed by the chairman, resp:etfully toad | ment that must follow, the legislature, very re- 
dress the president and directors of the Bank of |luctantly repealed the act of 1817, 


Ot all this Mr. President, U should not have felt 


aut subject, aud request the immediate establish- | that there was much cause to complain, but you 


inust have noticed in the address as I read it, the 
vindication of ny colleague and his committee of 
the people of Tennesse, the efiort to keep their fame 
from being tarnished by the foul act of the legislature. 

As she had been faithful to the union in war, my 


honorable colleague undertakes to preserve her 
character froin suspicion of treason in tiie of peace. 


Now what offence had the legislature committed? 
They had imposed a heavy tax if a branch was 
sent there. This law had passed unanimously or 
nearly so, and with the exception of one man, that 
asseinbly was composed of men as well informed as 
are commonly to be met with, and although they 
may have mistaken their powers, or the interests of 
their constituents; yet I am sure their motives were 
good. For this offence they were stigmatized to 
strangers as persons unfriendly to the union, and 
as persons whose conduct was calculated to des- 
troy the character of their state. 

Mr. President, who would have thought that the 
author of that address was the same person, who 
so furiously and fearlessly, the other day, declared 
war against Mr. Biddle and his bank? Yes, sir, 
‘‘war to the knife, and the knife to the hilt.” 

It is nevertheless true it is my honorable col- 
league, who figures in, both the address and the 
speech. 

He has now as he states taken the field for the 
adininistration against the bank; and although he 
will not long have the power of speaking in this 
chamber, yet he will be busy at home, in arguing 
and supplicating the people against this bank. 
Now J do hope, after all this parade, that my hon- 
orable colleague and his associates at home, may 
not turn out to be a corps of swiss troops, and de- 
sert unless they get prompt pay and double rations. 
I beseech him and them for the credit of our com- 
non state to act the part of disinterested patriots 
for once. 

Still I am not without my doubts, at all events 
as tosome of them. I see in a document laid on 
my table, a few hours since, the copy of a letter 
from one of the corps, giving notice to the admin- 
istration that he will be here for his pay, in the 
spring, by the coming of grass. 

I must detain the senate while I read one more 
document from this same book. It is a letter dated 
lath February, 1818, and found in the same volume 
of documents at p. 231. 

* Nashville, February 14, 1818. 

** Dear sir: From a knowledge that some ac- 
quaintance must have been formed between you 
and myself at Washington, many of my neighbors 
have frequently solicited me to forward to you a 
list of the names of fit persons, to whom to confide 
the management of a branch bank of the United 
States at this place. I have heretofore declined it, 
nor should J at any time have said any thing on 
the subject, had it not been for the puerile attempt 
of our last legislature, to prevent an establishment 
of a branch here altogether. The motives which 
gave birth to that measure were selfish, the policy 
contracted, and the views of such men cannot be 
liberal and impartial. Any number, from seven to 
thirteen, might be selected from the following, and 
the choice could not be a bad one. 

Jenkin Whitesides, Andrew Hynes, Randall Me- 





rality you have manifested in considering our ap- 
plication heretofore, after the legislature had passed 
this extraordinary act; and we hope the object will 
be attained so soon asis consistent with the inte- 
rest of the institution. 

‘We wish you to receive as an apology for the 
trouble we give you, the lively interest felt by the 
citizens of this quarter of the country upon this 
subject. 

“ Accept, gentlemen, the assurances of our high 
respect, Ferr1x Grunpy, 

O. B. HAyYes, 
ANDREW Hynes, 
Joun P. Erwin, 
G. W. Gisss, 
ALFRED BALCH, 
I. WHITESIDE. 
“© To the presider.t and direclors 
of the United States bank.” 

Here an assurance is given to strangers deeply 
interested inthis matter that the statements ex- 
pressed by the ineeting were the sentiments enter- 





stitwional. 


tained by a majority of the people of Tennessee. 








'Gavoche, John P. Erwin, Thomas H. Fletcher, 
| James Stewart, Felix Robertson, Robert Weakley, 
‘Elihu S. Hall, Alfred Baleh, William Carroll, 
Thomas Hill, George W. Gibbs, Robert C. Foster, 
Samuel Tilford. 
| ‘¢ Those prinied in ttalics are merchants; the oth- 
‘ers, substantial freeholers, and men of intelligence. 
'A board of managers selected from them would, in 
| my opinion, conduct the affairs of the institution 
|with ability and integrity. Although ycu and the 
directors have a discretion as to number, between 
seven and thirteen, I would submit to you the pro-. 
priety of the largest number. It may have an 
effect in keeping down that spirit of opposition: 
which has hitherto manifested itself. 

‘<In naming the persons above mentioned, I have 
endeavored to combine commercial and legatk 
knowledge, nor have I been inattentive to their 
stauding in society here. I will name another 
subject, respecting which I have not been requested 
to write; that is, who should be cashier? If any 
person here is appointed, it should be John Somer- 
ville. Should this be the case, some person of ex- 
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perience im your manner of doing business, should . On motion of Mr. Wright, the joint resolution in; would have induced the senator from SES [ 
be sent on to put bin in the way of conducting the ) relation to certain books, &c. was referred to the; (Mr.Niles, )alterthe names of those petitions oe F toremt 
Meo cad Poliedciande ie petian inrccen! a he | ware’ on the judiciary. has printed, to state, in correction of certain allegation aioe 
| s quire that | On motion of Mr. White, (of which he had given of his own; that those petitioners, as a mass y be Mr. N 
kuuwledge. Mr. Somerville has a knowledge of previous notice, and which was prevented yester- | highly respectable persons Mr. C. had supro.., aa 
men and things here. which wonld be very advan- day by the debate on the report of the committee | that he would be prompt to make the heheridetee’ one OF. 
tageous; and knows the duties of a cashier piney finance in reiation to banks and bank notes,) the | orable for his observations on that occasion hh, bills * 
tian any person in this quarter. | Senate proceeded to spend the remainder of the day | not having done it, imposed on Mr. C the to or twee 
*d have no fears that any attempt will be made) in executive business, with a view to the despatch! which he bad now undertaken. Lee, oly [In N 
to en.orce the Ponnessee law. Soould there be, | of all such business having a reference to the ap-| The retnarks of the senator at that time hay; tively | 
it will be revisited with etiect here; no concern | propriation bills; after which the senate adjourned. | been published, Mr C. had received a letter fro’ aninee 
necd be felt on that subject. Should there be no} June 11. Mr. Tipton, from the committee on| Harttord, Connecticut, which speaking of ie ke bills. 
linpropriety in it, TP should like to know when you | roads and canals, reported bills referred to them tor! tition, stated that it was signed by the whe ee nearly 
will put the insiitution in operation here? and it) the construction of certain roads in Florida, and to | and various others in high sanding in thi, ae ennat 
would seew to me, that some persons should be | confirin a certain act of the legislative council of | ty, by six present and past presidents of Rosas 4: the fu 
authorized belore hand to provide a house, &c. | Florida, without amendment, and recommending | three presidents of insurance compani:s, and i Tt ts 
You willexcuse me tor the freedom of my sugges- | th ir passage. other as respectable individuals as could any whe; wees” 
tions. If unnecessary, they are harmless. The resolution offered by Mr. Lyon, calling on{ be obtained for a petition sent to congress. The the Fe! 
* Your obedient servant, : i the pr-sident for further information in regard to the | names of some of the strongest whizs Were not Z sigiel 
ce Py a Fretix Grunpy. disturbances on the northern frontier, came upinits| the petition, not because they were not in favor of Us Se 
m. Jones, Esq., president of the ; order, it, but because they were not urged to sign it, ot 
i United States Bank, Philadelphia. Mr, Tallmadge remarked that, till more time had| Mr. C. also stated that the names of these peti. ty 
P.S. Although this is addressed to you only, | been given for the executive authorities of the two| tioners had been grossly misprinted by the printer viEwy 
I have no objections te its being seen by any of countries to settle the frontier difficulties between | to the senate. a variety of which he read, one oj nec 
the directors. F.G.” | them, any information on the subject would not} which, that is a fair sample of the whole, was ae 
[After having read the letter, except the name | probably be acted on by congress, and the call for ‘Harry Cumming” for the name of Henry Cornine greet 
of the anthor Mr. White proceeded. } it would tend to inflame the public mind; it would! This misprinting was ealenlated to mistead in i. all th 
Mr. President, this letter was a secret one, ad- | dono good, and might do much mischief. He! gard to the true character of the petitioners. Mr, er 
groves, bane pusreent hee neg J ta therefore moved that the ‘resolution be laid on the! C. thonght it due to the petitioners: to bear this mills. 
ins i rectors only. directly iin | table; which was done accordingly. testimony in their behalf. and he did not believe 
pugns the motives, and speaks conteiwnptuously of | On motion of Mr. Fulton. that a more respectable body of petitioners could ye 
the character and standing of the whole general us- Resolved, That the secretary of war communi- | present themselves to this or any other body. wer 
sembly of the state. : cate to the senate any information which may have| Mr. Niles, at some length, denied that he had ae 
It gives a list of names for directors of the | been recently received at the department, indicat- | said that the petitioners were not respectable. He " h 
oo “ spring ey nt id "7 rerisuling | ing a hostile disposition in the Indian tribes bor- | had said that one of their statements was incorrect; that 
os a el prieha ten] who may dare to at- “pace aa se gen i ES ape ih ey ee aa Wes pectalve, edly they overt 
Wide (thee wes written in W818. it teed "6 ; + SRE, e toe courage the | ha nat e a wrong Statement, or pursued wrong of dis 
is Ss written in » it remained a) introduction and promote the cultivation of tropical | measures. they were to blame,and not Mr. N., who hing 
secret in the hands, and for the guidance of, a di | plants in the United States was considered, and or- | declared that he had nothing to retract. They had — 
rectory of a powerlul momled institution from the | dered to be engrossed for a third reading. thought proper to come here to deceive the senate, elle 
tine of its receipt, fill 1835, without any one of} A great number of private bills from the other| and to d-ceive the country, and they must take the t , 
those caluimniated in it, having any suspicion that | house were read iwice, and referred. consequences. : S | 
amnonys their seqnaiptaiees, there could be found a On motion of Mr White, the committee on In- Mr. Clay expressed his inability to understand ee 
dank We ves brouzht fo Mehl by he investi | deren tte peige eeitanet cemaresn [especial tad ot the nome ine chore mee 
“nt by vestig an y é , respectable, and at the same time charging them their 
ting coinmittee, and from the time I have firstseen| On motion of Mr. White the senate proceeded to | with the propagation of a deliberate untrnth. But stat 
it, until, now, I have never been able to think fa- | spend the remainder of the day in executive ses-| Mr. C. was satisfied that the senator himself was Sl 
vourably of its author, or to have any confidence sion; after which, ? mistaken, in denying that that petition came from ee # 
in bim, and now Mr President, you are ready to} The senate adjourned. persons of both political parties. That it did so, ana 
ask, who was the author? — June 12. Mr. Grundy rose and said that, before} Mr. C. had the most abundant evidence. On the tig 
I tell you said Mr. White, throwing down the | the senate should proceed to its ordinary business. | petition which Mr. C. presented the other day, the mitt 
bovk, from which he had read the letter, it was} he wished to consume a minute or two of its time political character of the petitioners was marked, yt 
none other than my honorable colleague. on asnbject in relation to which this was the first} and the first on the list was, or had very recently eh 
The man whocould thus treat me, might deceive | opportunity of speaking. Most of the speech of his| been. a particular friend of the honorable senator, ae 
me once, but he never will a second time, unless,| colleague, which appeared in the Intelligencer of | and fighting for the support of bis party. , 
perchance, he should hereafter do some act, which | yesterday, he heard when it was delivered and,so| Mr. Niles insisted that the fact of their having Aa 
comports with the characterof an honorable man. | tar, had immediately replied to it. But the con-| signed these petitions was ample proof that. what: ne 
TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. cluding remarks of that speech he did not hear, ever they were before. they had now changed their ao 
and, thongh informed of their import, he thought | politics. He also made some further allegations | 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. best to wait their publication before replying to} derogatory to one or more of these alleged Van Bu- ae 
June9. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose and said| them. [See page 247 for the speech alluded to.] | ren petitioners. “ pow 
that he wished to present two petitionsin behalfof| Mr G. said he was not enumindful of what was| The petition was laid on the table. a 
the establishinent of a new bank of the United | due tohimselfand to the station which he oceupied. Mr. Webster presented a petition trom merchants “ir 
States. They professed to be petitions from per- | and he would therefore briefly remark, that astoall|in the city of New Haven, Connecticut, (ineluding pt 
sons of all political parties that exist in the coun-| the personal reference which his colleague had heap- | all the importing merchants but one,) praying the foo 
try; from inen of business—men who had felt, in| ed upon him, he would throw them off with disdain repeal of that portion of the deposite act of 1838, + 
the transaction of their business, the great incon-/| and scorn—a feeling which he was sorry to say.| which prohibits the receipt by the government of , 
venience of the want of a uniform currency, parti- | was odly reciprocated, thongh with less ill-will on| the notes of a denomination less than five dollars. ee 
cularly as connected with the trade with the south, | his part towards his colleague. Mr. G. further ex- Also, another paper of the same character, in the m 
which had become greatly embarrassed, and espe-| pressed his satisfaction that his colleague was not} ferm of resolutions, from the board of commission- Ne 
cially so between Connecticut and the south. Asj|the judge to whom his standing, prosperity, and| ers of the associated banks and its vicinity, and “ee 
these petitions were pretty tnuch in the same lan-| welfare were committed; if it had been so, he would | asking the same relief. On presenting these peti- > 
guage with others which Mr. C. had presented, and | have considered them as lost. tions, Mr. Webster said: the present state of things nae 
as favorable action on this subject by congress, as Mr. White expressed his surprise that his col-|is trnly singular. An effort for a general resump- Ib 
congress now was, was utterly unattainable, Mr. | league should require six weeks or two months to: on of specie payments by the banks is making, and : 
C. thought it useless to say or do more, at thistime, | reply to his concluding remarks, and that he did] of about to be made, all over the country. ; 
than to ask that the petitions be received and laid | not hear them, when he was both present at the; Some of the banks have resumed. But, now, 
on the table, as their being in the same language] time, and near Mr. W. Mr. W. also adverted to: sir, what is the attitude in which the government to 
with others rendered it not worth while to take the | the fact that his colleague had made no attempt to | stands? \ = 
trouble of printing them. In regard to the political | controvert any thing which Mr. W. had said. By the new specie circular it is proclaimed that pe 
character which they claimed, there were marks| which he insisted he could not do, as the evidence sp -cie or treasury notes will be required, unless te 
upon them by which senators might know whether! was alfozether too decisive. debtors to government can procure notes of aspecie- th 
they came from men of all political parties. Mr. W. also made some further remarks, chiefly | paying bank of the denomination of twenty dollars " 
The petitions were accordingly laid on the table.| personal, and Mr. Grundy was ina course of reply.| or upwards; which bank shall not have issued. or J° 
Mr. Lyon presented a petition asking such a] when the Vice President interfered, evidently in| paid out. any note under five dollars, since July, . 
change in the post office law as to allow newspa-| accordance with the general sense of the senate, | 1836. No postmaster may receive any note less u 
pers to circulate postage free in the respective | and the two gentlemen ecquiescing the conversation | than twenty dollars. : J 
counties where they are published. Referred. | was dropped. a This refusing to receive notes under twenty dol- u 
Messrs. Morris and Pierce, from the committee Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose and said, that he! lars is doubtless founded on the provision in the act 5 
on pensions, reported a large number of private | had received and desired to present to the senate|of April, 1836. that no disbursing officer shall offer : 
bills from the other house referred to them, the re-| another petition from certain persons in Connecti-| in payment any note less than twenty dollars : 
jection of a considerable portion of which was re-| cut, praying the establishment of a bank of the} I cannot say I think this part of the circular ab- , 
commended, ‘ United States. It was not very numeronsly sign-| solutely necessary, so long as the deposite system . 
The resolution of inquiry, offered by Mr. Mor-| ed, but it was right ‘hat it should be heard. As it| exists; but at the same time, the provision of the : 
ris, in relation to ceding to the state of Ohio allthe | was pretty much in the language as a petition be- | act of April countenances this reculation in some ’ 
public lands within her boundaries, and to doing | tore presented, Mr. C. would not ask that it should | degree, if not entirely. ! 
likewise with other states when in similar cireum- | be read or printed, but received, and laid upon the} But taking this state of law and this circular fo- 
stances, was taken up, explained, and advocated | table. | dether can it be said that government is encovrcg- 
by Mr. M., and agreed to. While np, Mr. C. wonld say something in rela- ing resumption of specie payments, or facilitating 
The bill for the relief of Richard P. Banks was | tion to some petitioners for a bank on a former oc-| the restoration of things to a state of prosperity? 
read a third time, and passed. casion. He had supposed that a sense of justice! | 


‘Is there, in the spirit of these regulations, any thing 
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ill rs ; . 
peiniad us ol 


giinilar 
Mr. Crawford? 


the course of governinent, under} After some furtherremarks by Messrs. Hubbard, 
cirenmstances, in the days of Mr. Dallas and 


fa New England, as I believe, all the banks, with 


0 


t 
7 New York 


tively called u 
guthorize, at 
pills. The 


ne or two exce 


‘tts since July, 
bil wo exceptions, [ have not heard of them. 


, the legislature felt itself impera- 
on to alter the law of the state, and 
east for a time, the issue of small 
popular branch of the legislature was 
> unanimous for an unqualified repeal. The 


ptions, have issued or paid smail 
1836. If there be more than one 


nearly , . 4 : : 
senate preferred a suspension, and a suspension was 


the final result. ‘ 
It is adinitted, I believe, on all hands, that this 
measure was called for by the people. It was not 
the result of any bank manageinent, or of the ope- 
ration of any private interests whatever. It was 
the result of a clear, loud, and irresistible deinand 
of the public will. It cannot be charged to party, 
ty management, or any thing buta universal con- 
yiction that the measure would be useful, and was 
necessary. Its beneficial elfects are not doubted, I 
believe, by any body, in aiding the banks in the 
reat work of resumption. Now, I suppose that 
all the banks in New York, with, perhaps, two or 
three exceptions in the city, have availed them- 
selves of this suspension law, and have issued small 
bills. Their notes, therefore, cannot be received at 
the custom house, or the post office, or elsewhere, 
where cebts to government areto be paid. [ sup- 
pose the same state of things exists in New Jersey, 

and many other states, both Atlantic and western. 
| have said on a former occasion, and I still think, 
that the measures pursued by government have 
overthrown, at least for the present, its own policy 
of discontinuing the use of small bills. <A state of 
things has arisen in which the people of states 
which had begun to act on that policy have coin- 
pelled their legislatures to give up the attempt for 
the present. In some instances the laws against 
sinall notes have been repealed; in others, modified 
or suspended. All this, I repeat, has been the 
work of the people theinselves, acting directly on | 
their own legislatures. Under existing circum- | 
stances, they find s:nall bills useful, if not indispen- | 
sable. And as there is no reason to doubt the sol- | 
vency of the banks which issue such notes more 
than that of others, the qnestion may be asked, as 
it is asked, with significancy and effect by the com- 





| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


mittee of the associated banks in Boston, «why not | consideration of subjects which had been referred | cause. 


Webster, Buchanun, Preston, Smith, of Indiana, 
Strange, aud Kenton, to be given hereatter,) the pe- 
titions were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. Webster then, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked leave to introduce the following: 

A bill making further provisions for the collection 
of the public revenues. 

Be it enacled, §&c. That the operation of so much 
of the act of June 23d, 1836, entitled «An act to 
regulate the deposites of the public money,” as 
prohibits the receipt of the notes or bills of specie- 
paying banks, which have issued since the 4th of 
March, 1836, notes or bills of a less denomination 
than five dollars, be, and the same is hereby, sus- 
pended until further order of congress. 

See. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be 
lawful for the secretary of the treasury to sclect 
and employ as depositories of the public money, ac- 
cording to the provisions of said act. any banking 
institutions which may be established under the 
provisions of a law of the state in which it exists. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it sbali be 
lawful for the secretary of the treasury hereafter to 
select and employ as depositories of the public 
money, according to the provisions of said act, any 
bank which shall redeem its notes and bills on de- 
inand and specie, notwithstanding it may have | 
stopped specie payments since the date of the said | 
act. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the opera- 
tion of the second section of the act of April 14, 
1536, entitled ««An act making appropriations for | 
the payment of revolutionary and otner pensioners | 
of the United States fur the year 1836,’ be, and 
the same is hereby, suspended until further order of 
congress, 

Leave was granted, the bill was introduced and 
read the first time, and, on the suggestion of Mr. | 
Wright that it wonld be of no use to refer it, a re- 
port just having been made on the whole subject, 
from the committee on finance, the bill was laid on 
the table, with the understanding that it would re- 
ceive its second reading and come under the con- 
sideration of the senate to-morrow. 

Messrs. Grundy, Norvell, Wall and Hubbard, re- 
ported various bills from committees referred to| 
therm. | 

Several committees were discharged from the | 





dary of the United States, in accordance with the 
treaty of 1733, which motion had, on Mr. W.’s de- 
sire, been laid on the table. Mr. W. gave this no- 
tice mercly that senators might have before them 
the two maps of the country in question, recently 
printed by order of the s:nate, without which the 
details of the subject could not be well understood. 
The senate proceeded to consider the bill to set 
apart a belt of land on the western borders of Mis- 
souriand Arkans:s, as bounty lands to be granted 
to settlers engaged for a term of years in the de- 
fence of the jronfier. 

The amount of land (estimat d by Mr. Davis at 


more than 3,000,000 acres,) eu:braced by this bill, 
was to be granted ‘to settlers who for the term of 


five years should be organized into companies, and 


held themselves in readiness to enter at any time 
into the service of the United States for the defcnce 
of the frontier. 


The bill was explained and advocated at consid- 


erable length and with much earnestness by Messrs. 


Fulton, Linn, Clay, of Alabama, and Sevier, and op- 
posed by Messrs. Strange, Davis, Morris, Niles, 


and Lumpkin. 


The bill was rejected, on the question of its en- 


grossinent, by the following vote: 


~ YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabaina, Ful- 
ton, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Robinson, Se- 
vier Sinith, of Indiana— 10. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn. Clav, of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Grandy, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, Mor- 
ris, Niles, Norvell, Prentiss, Roane, Smith, of Con- 
necticut. Southard, Strange, Tallmadge, Trotter, 
Wall, White, Williams, Wright, Yourng—28. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jaxe 8. In moving his resolution for an 
inquiry by the judiciary committee into the causes 
of the failure of the last term of the circuit court 
for the Louisiana District— 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, explained the serious 
causes of the complaint which bad existed in Lou- 
isiana for years with regard to the operations of the 


| judicial system of the United States in that state. 


He stated that no business had yet been disposed of 
in the circuit court for that state; that the last term 
of the court had not been held in consequence of 
an arbitrary attempt of the district judge to remove 
the clerk of the district and circuit courts without 
He had been informed, from the most re- 


put the notes of all specie-paying banks on the |to them, and a number of bills, which will be no-| sp: ctable sources, that the clerk produced a letter 


sae ground? 

I think, sir, it is the duty of government, at the | 
present ia portant moment, to extend a large and | 
liberal confidence to the banks, and to encourage | 
their eiforts, and assist their struggles for resump- | 
tion by all proper means. 
prohibition contained in the fifth section of the de- 
posite law ought to be repealed, or suspended for a 
considerable time, and until circumstances shall 
favor a renewed attempt to sustain the policy here- 
tofors pursued. LT aim not of opinion that it is not 


enough merely to abolish the incapacity, arising | 


from what has been done, contrary to the provision 
ofthe statue. I think it necessary to provide that 
bank notes of specie-paying banks may hereafter 
be reevived, at least for some time, alfhouch the 
banks issuing them continne to issue small bills. 
Nothing short of this can give effectual relief. The 
banks cannot now, without great public inconve- 
niene», again recatl their small notes. The people 
Will not consent that they should. This is a point, 
I believe,on which there is little difference of opinion 
in those states in which small notes are issued. 


On the whole, my opinion is. that the best thing 
to b+ done, under all circumstances, is to repeal the 
prohibition, and to wait for a more favorable op- 
portunity to establish the policy which it was in- 
tended to sustain. I hope we may see onr way on 
this subject somewhat clearer some time hence 
than we now see it. If a repeal, however, be ob- 
jected to, a suspension is indispensably necessary; 
and this suspension should be for such a length of 
lime as will enable the banks and the public to ad- 
just their concerns to the state of things which will 
then be before them. But if a suspension only be 
axreed to, and a day fixed when it shall expire, and 
especially if that day be a near one, the banks will 
be compelled iinmediately to begin to call in their 


bills, and the relief afforded, if it be anv relief at | 


all, will be crippled and ineifectual. Another pres- 
Sure will commence, and arenewal of past tronbles 
ensue. My opinion is, therefore, that, taking all 
circumstances into consideration, it is best to re- 
peal the prohibition, and retain, of conrse, the 
power of renewing it when a state of things shall 
lereafler arise to justify snch renewal. 

For the same reasons, I think the second section 
of the act of April should also be repealed. 


To this end; ! think the | they were required as evidence in a court of chan- | 


-cery. 


ticed in their further progress, were introduced on! 
leave, read twice and referred. Several Lills from | 
the huuse were also read twice and referred, 

Mr. Merrick asked leave to withdraw the papers | 
of the executor of James Cook, of Maryland, as 


This being connter to a resolution of the senate, | 
offered by Mr. Hubbard, and recently adopted, a, 
conversation of some length ensned on the question 
of order, chiefly by the Vice President. Mr. Merrick, 


leave being granted to withdraw the papers; where- 
upon, 
Mr. Hubbard offered a resolution, which lics over 





him, and prohib:ting the withdrawal of original pa- 


the senate. 
The Vice President presented a communication 


|suance of the act of 1794 in reference to armories. 
| Also, from the secretary of state, respecting fo- 
Teign vessels that have arrived in the various col- 
lection districts of the United States. Severally 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| The billto encourage the introduction and culti- 
'vation of tropical plants in the United States was 
|taken up. advocated by Messrs. Linn and Sevier. 
| opposed by Messrs. Morris, Clay, of Alabama, Niles. 
jand King, and ordered to be engrossed by the fol 
lowins vote: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Fulton, Grundy. Linn, 
Lumpkin. McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Norvell. 
Preston, Robinson, Ruygles, Sevier, Smith, of Con- 
|necticut, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
Trotter. Wall, Webster, Young—25. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clay, of Alabama. Hub- 
bard, King. Morris, Niles, Pierce, Strange, Tipton 
White, Williams—11. 

The senate, after an executive session, adjourned. 

June 13. In addition to other business, which 
will be noticed hereafter, Mr. Webster gave notice 
that he should to-morrow morning call up Mr. Wil 
liains’ motion for leave to bring in a bill for a joint 
baba and American commission of exploration 


and survey, to determine on the north eastern boun- 





one day, making the resolution formerly offered by | 


pers on private claims, one of the standing rules of | 


from the secretary of war, with a report from the | 
colonel of ordnance, containing information in pur- | 


from the district judges, stating that he had per- 
formed the duties of his office faithtully, methodi- 


ically, promptly, and uprightly, and to the entire 


satisfaction of the bench, the bar, and the public, 
and that the only reason be had ior removing him 
was, a desire to appoint an intimate friend in his 
place. On opening the circuit court, judge Mc- 
Kinley, of the supreme court. after the argument 
of counsel, gave an opinion that the district judge 


did not possess the powers to remove the clerk with- 
‘out cause. Judge Lawrence still maintaining his 
Mr. Hubbard, an! Mr. Webster, which resulted in| 


right so to act, the question, it is understood, will 
be brought before the supreme court of the United 
States for final decision. Inthe tnean time, neither 
the district nor circuit court of said state can be 
held for the want of a clerk. Consequently, the 
| iinportant business pending in the said courts will 
be suspended for a further period of, perhaps, 
twelve or eighteen months, and even fora much 
longer time, if the case should not be decided at 
the next term of the supreme court of the United 
States. Thusthe mass of business in both courts 
is to be postponed, and the interests of the people 
sacrificed, because the district judge wishes to re- 
inove a clerk who is eminently qualified for the si- 
tuation, aud against whota he bad no cause of com- 
plaint, with the view of bestowing the cffice on an 
intimate friend, 

Mr J.conciuded by remarking that, if the facts 
to which he had referred are true, of which he tad 
no doubt. he, as one of the representatives from the 
state of Louisiana, had no hesitation in saying that, 
in his opinion, the district judge should be impeach- 
ed and disinissed from office. 

[The resolution for inquiry was agreed fo. ] 

The following were the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to lay on the table the bill providing for the re- 
moval of the treasury building: 

YEAS—Messrs. “Andrews, Atherton, Banks, 
Beirne. Bicknell, Boon, Cambreleng, W. B. Catwp- 
bell, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chaney, 
Cleveland. Clow nev, Cole a. Connor, Craig. Crock- 
ett, Cushman, Davies,” Deberry, Duncan, Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, I. Fletcher, Fry. Gallup, =. 
Garland. W. Graham. Graves, Griffin, Halcy, Hal- 
sted, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, He- 
rod, Holsey. Hubley, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, J. 
W. Jones, Keim, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Logan, McKay, Abraham McClellan, 
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Montyzomery, Moore, Morgan, 8S. W. Morris, Mur- 


ray, Noble, Owens, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, 
Phelps, Planer, J. H. Prentiss, Rariden, Rencher, 


Sheifer, Aug. H. Shepperd, Sheplor, Snyder, Sonth- 
ate, Spencer, Stone, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, 
itus, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vanderveer, 

Wazener, Weeks, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Wil- 

liains, C. H. Williams, Yell—89. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adains, Alexander, H. Allen. 
J. W. Allen, Anderson, Beatty, Biddle, Bon1, Bor- 
den, Briggs, Bronson, William B. Calhoun, Cham- 
bers, Cheatham, Crary, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, 
Dennis, Dromgoole, buns. Edwards, Evans, Eve- 
rett, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, Grantland, 
Grennell, Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 
Hoifinan, Howard, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, N. 
Jones, Kemble, Lineuln, Loomis, Marvin, S. Mason, 
Maxwell, Robert McCl-llan, McKennan, Menefee, 
Mercer, Milligan, M. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Par- 
ker, Parmenter, Parris, Patterson, Phillips, Pope, 
Potts, Pratt, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, 
Robinson, Russell, C. Shepard, Sibley, Slade, 
Stuart, Tillinghast, Toland, Webster, A. S. White, 
J. White, E. Whittlesey, T. T. Wuittlesey, Lewis 
Williains, J. L. Williams, Word, Yorke—82. 

Saturday, June 9. Mr. Campbell, of Teinessee, 
gave nolice of a motion to reconsider the decision 
of the house laying on the table the bill for remov- 
ing the walls of the newtreasury building. 

Mr. Pope inade an effort to have the bill to ex- 
tend the pension bill of 1832, for surviving revolu- 
tionary officers and soldiers, made the special order 
for Friday next from 11 to 2 o’clock, but the mo- 
tion failed. 

A similar effort was made by Mr. Bond, in re- 
spect to the “bill to enlarge the provisions of the 
act entitled ‘An act granting half-pay to widows or 
orphans where their husbands and fathers have died 
of the wounds received in the military service of 
the United States, in certain cases, and for other 
purposes,’”’ but with no better success. 

A number of reports were made by committees, 
among them was the senate bil! from the committee 
on the judiciary, without amendment, to amend 
«An act, more effectually to provide for the 
ishnent of certain crimes against the U. States, 
and for other purposes.” 

Mr. Cambreleng now pressed for the considera- 
tion. of the motion to reconsider the decision on the 
treasury building bill, but it was agreed first to 
take up and dispose of the bills on the speaker’s 
table. They were taken up accordingly. They 
were private bills, several of which were postponed, 
and others passed—but before they were all dis- 
posed of, the house adjourned. 

Monday, June 11. The Chair called the states in 
order for resolutions, when the following, among 
others, were presented, agreed to, and otherwise dis- 
posed of. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reduc- 
ing the number of offices forthe sale of public lands 
in the state of Ohio. 

Mr. Harlan offered the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house whether any por- 
tion of the duties whick by law devolve on the se- 
cretary of the navy has been transferred to and per- 
forined by the secretary of war, and the reasons of 
the non-performance, (if such be the fact,) by the 
secretary of the navy, of any of the duties apper- 
taining to his said office. 

On motion of Mr. Willtums, 

Resolved, That the committeee on the judiciary 
be instructedto inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for refunding to applicants the fees 
they may have paid for a reissue or modification of 


une | 


from the front of the capitol the market-house now 
standing therein. 
On wotion of Mr. Bronson, 


Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 


instructed to inquire and report whether any other 


or further legislative enactment by congress is ne- | 


cessary forthe prevention and punishment of the 
crime of piracy, or acts in the nature of piracy, 
committed on the inland lakes or waters; and whe- 
ther any other penal enactments are necessary for 


northern lakes, and rivers connected therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing immediate surveys and estimates for suit- 
able fortifications for the protection and defence of 
the northern frontier. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, 

Resolved, That the secretaries of state, war, navy, 
and the treasury, respectively, be directed to report 
to this house what architectural plans and draw- 
ings, if any, have been prepared under the order, 
and for the use, of these departments, respect- 
ively, since the 4th day of July, 1836, who have 
been employed in preparing the same, and what 
compensation has been made therefor. 

On motion of Mr. Cushing, 

Resolved, That the co.nmittee on manufactures 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for adding to the annual statistical 
statement for the treasury department a list of the 
books imported and produced in the United States 
each year. 

On motion of Mr. Ewtng, 

Resolved, That the committee on private land 
claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for refunding to the purchasers 
of public lands the amount of purchase money paid 
into the land offices for the number of acres the com- 
missioner of the general land office skall be satis- 
fied, upon proper proof, the tract or tracts sold by 
the United States are deficient of the number so 
bought and paid for. 

Mr. Wise submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house all cor- 
respondence and information in possession of the 
executive department in relation to the visit of 
Lewis Cass, our minister at the court of France, to 
the Mediterranean, its objects and results, and its 
expenses to the nation; whether he voyaged ina 
national vessel, at the public expense, and whether 
other persons, and, if so, what persons, accompa- 
nied hiin atthe public expense; now long, said ves- 
se] was detained or employed in said visit, and at 
what expense; who represented the United States 
at the court of France during the absence of said 
Lewis Cass; and whether he has been paid the full 
outfit and salary of the envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary at said court. 

Mr. Everett submitted the following, which lies 
one day. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be transmitted to this house, 
at the commencement of the next session of con- 
grvss, a statement of the military force employed 
in the Seminole war, from its conmencement, show- 
ing the number of artillery, dragoons, infantry, 
and marines, in the regular army or service of the 
United States; the number of volunteers and mili- 
tia employed in said war. designating the state or 
territory to which they belong, and the number of 
Indians employed in said war, designating the 
tribes to which they belong, with the term of ser- 
vice of the several corps or detachments employed 
in said war, with the sum paid to the several corps 
or detachments for their pay and rations, anda 





their patents, when they shall have failed to obtain | 
the same. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, 

Resolved, That the co:amissioner of the general 
Jand office be directed to report to this house what 
quantity of the land scrip would be required, in 
his judgment, for sa‘isfying the outstanding mili- 
tary bonnty land warrants granted by the common- 
wealth of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. Howard, 


Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be | 


directed to report to this house a statement of the 
amount of money received and expended by the 











United Statesin each state in the years 1833, 1834, 
1835, 1335, and 1837, designating the several prin. | 
cipal heads of expenditures and receipt, and the | 
amounts of the same respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Curter, | 


statement of the number of horses lost in said war, 
with the amount allowed therefor; also, a statement 
of the number cf officers and men who have been 
killed or have died of sickness during said war; and 
copies of all acoonnts (other than those rendered 
in the foregoing requisitions) allowed at the trea- 


sury department on account of expenditures in the | 


Seminole war. 

The following resolutions were moved by Mr. 
Prentiss, of Mississippi, and ordered to be printed: 

1. Resolved, That the power of designating the 
time, place, and manner, of elections for represen- 
tatives is expressly given by the federal constitu- 
tion to the legislatures of the states, respectively, 
subject to no supervision or control, except by law 
of congress only; and that, in the exercise of this 
power, the state legislatures may constitutionally 


the state legislatures. 


tives. 





Se, 


ee 
sede, or change, the times of election us fixed by 


3. Resolved, That this house has not the Const; 
tutioual power, either legislative or judiciz) Hq 
own action alone, to anuul, suspend or impede. t} 
operation of an act of a state legislature fixing th, 
tine, place, and manner of election for representa, 


4. Resolved, That no resolution or action Of this 


house can ie a: the people of any state of the, 
the safety and protection of vessels navigating the 


coustitutional right of electing representatives to 
congress at the dime designated for that purpose by 
the legislature of such state; that the claim Of such 
power, on the part of this house, would be a dap. 


.gerous eucroachinent upon the rights of the states 


and its exercise a direct and palpable violation ,} 
the constitution. 

5. Resolved, That the constitutional jurisdictioy 
of this house over the subject of representation is , 
limited one, embracing the questions of electioy 
qualification, and return, only; and that, ia judging 
of election, this house 1s bound to judge in accord. 
ance with the act of the state legisiature regulating 
the time, place, and manner thereof. ' 

6. Resolved, That, in accordance with the cop. 
stitutional act of the legislature of the state of Mis. 
sissippi, prescribing the time, place, and manner of 
election for representatives to congress, aud jp 
compliance with all the provisions of said act, ap 
election was holcen in November last for two re. 
presentatives from said state to the 25th Congress. 
at which election S. 8S. Prentiss and Thomas J. 
Word were duly elected, possessed the constitu. 
tional qualifications, and were duly and legaily re. 
turned. 

7. Resolved, That the resolution of this house 
adopted on the 5th day of February last, denying 
to said Prentiss and Word seats in this house as 
members thereof, was a dangerous attack upon the 
elective franchise, in derogation of the rights of the 
state of Mississippi, in violation of the constitution 
of the United States, and a mischievous exam. 
ple to future times. 

8. Resolved, therefore, That said resolution be, 
and the same is hereby, rescinded. 

The following joint resoluiion was moved by Mr. 
Kennedy, and ordered to be printed. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, That the secretary of the treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized and required to cause 
the public moneys to be deposited in such bank or 
banks, after the fifteenth day of July next, as shall 
consent and agree to receive the same on the fol- 
lowing terins and conditions, to wit: 

First. That said bank or banks shall agree to pay 
over the said public moneys on warrant, from time 
to time, when and wheresoever the public conve- 
nience shall require the same to be paid, in the le- 
gal currency of the United States, if demanded, 
free of all charge or expense to the treasury. 

Second. That such bank or banks shall guaranty 
all bills exchange supplied by it or them to the go- 
verninent in the trauster or payment of any such 
moneys. 

Third. That said bank or banks shall perforin the 
saine duties in relation to loans and pensions as 
have been heretofore performed by the Bank of the 
United States, or the deposite banks, free of all 
charge to the governinent. And, 

Finally. That said bank or banks shall deposite 
with the secretary of the treasury, as security for 
the punctual payment of the said public moneys, 
and for the faithful performance of the duties here- 
inbefore referred to, stocks of the United States, 
treasury notes, or stocks of the several states, sucli 
as the said secretary shall approve, to the amount 
of five millions of dollars, estimating the same by 
the par value thereof. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
empowered to adopt all such measures as he may 
deem necessary to carry the above reslution into 
effect, in such manner as shall most securely pro- 
vide for the deposite and payment of the public 
moneys in accordance therewith. 

Resolved, That it is expedient and proper that 
so much of the filth section of the act entitled “An 
act to regulate the deposites of the public money,” 
approved on the twenty-third of June, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, as prohibits the receipt by 
the government of the notes or bills of banks which 
issue or pay out notes or bills of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars, be forthwith repealed. 

Mr. Boon, when the state of Indiana was called 
for resolutions, moved to suspend the rules, for the 


| purpose of taking up and considering the joint re- 
fix the tame of election subsequent to the expiration | 


solution, introduced by himself on a former day, 


Resolved, That the cominittee for the District of | of the congress preceding that for which such elec- | for adjourning the two houses of congress on the 2d 


Columbia be instructdd to inquire into the expedi-| 
ency of requiring th¢ corporation of Washington | 


tion is to be holden. 


2. Resolved, That neither the federal nor state | 


July. 
Mr. B. demanded the yeas and nays on the que’- 


to remove from the principal street leading due east; executive can constitutionally anticipate, super- | tion of suspending the rules; which were ordered; 


take upt 
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~ayirung two-thirds.) And the house refused to 
. he joint resolution by the following vote— 


The cali tor resolutions then proceeded. 
Mr. Kilgore, when Ohio was called, offered a 


ded for one hour, to consider it. But he 
ithdiew this motion, at the request of Mr. Hamer, 
2 tu] the call for resolutions should be finished. 
m And the call for resolutions again proceeded. 

Mr. Adams, when Massachusetts was called, of- 
fered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That Wednesday, the 20th instant, at 
ne o’clock, be assigned for the consideration, in 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
of bills from the senate numbered 147, 175, and 


oftwo iron steamboats; to refund to the Georgia 
railroad and banking company certain duties upon 
railroad iron; to refuna certain duties upon railroad 
mat the house refused to suspend the rules, so as 
to permit the action upon this resolution at this 
. Carter made another ineffectual effort to in- 
duce the house to fix a day for the special conside- 
ration of the bill to extend the pension laws to cer- 
tain classes of cases arising froin western wars. 

Mr. Menefee, on the call for resolutions from 
Kentucky, o.fered the following resolution, which 
wa3 adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cominunicate to this house such in 
forination as he imay possess relating to the alleged 
attack on the American steamboat Telegraph, in 
the British waters, and to the alleged destruction | 
of the British steamboat, Sir Robert Peel, in the 
American waters; what measures, if any, have been 
adopted in consequence thereof; and, if not incoin. 
patible with the public interest, such correspon- 
dence, if any, as inmay have occurred between this 
governizent and the British minister, or Canadian 
aithorties, in relation thereto; and, if any, inforina- 
tion possessed by hiin concerning the concentration | 
and warrants of foreign troops on the northern or 
northeastern frontier of the United States. 

Mr. Kilgore (the call for resolutions having been 
completed) then moved a suspension of the rules) 
for the pir,ose of taking up, for one hour, and con- 
silering the resolution this morning introduced by 
himself. And, on this motion, he asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. And the mo 
tion was decided in the negative by the following 
voty, (two-thirds being required to carry it:) Yeas 
93, nays 82. 

Mr. Adams asked leave to offer a memorial asking 
for relief for the laborers on the public buildings, 
thrown out of employinent by the suspension of 
the erection of the new treasury building. It was 
oifered, and referred to the comunittee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

_ The hour of 12 o’clock having arrived, the house 
in pursuance of a special order made ona former 
day, tvok up business relating to the District of 
Columbia. 

_Mr. Thomas hoped the pending motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill to take down the 
Walls of the treasury building was laid on the table, 
on a former day, would be settled before the house 
should go into committee upon the affairs of the 
District. Mr. Thomas made a motion (requiring 
two-thirds) to this effect, which prevailed. So the 
rules were suspended. Mr. Hurrison moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. Mr. Milli- 
gan demanded the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and the motion of Mr. Harrison was reject- 
éd by the following vote: Yeas 86, nays 100. The 
question then recurred upon reconsideration. Mr. 
fercer gave notice of an a:nendinent it was his in- 
tention to offer. The Chair decided that the mo- 
‘on proposed to be reconsidered being non-debate- 
able, so was also the pending motion. Mr. Yell de- 
Manded the yeas and nays upon reconsideration, 
Which were ordered; and the motion to reconsidet 
Was decided in the affirmative by the following 
Vote: Yeas 103, nays 91. And the question upon 
the pending motion that the bill do lie on the table, 
vas lost. The amendments of the committee of 
the whole were then taken up and discussed by se- 
Yeral members. Before the question could be taken 
on the (notion to amend, Mr. Cushman moved to 
r. the bill, &e. on the table; and on this question 

"inanded the yeas and nays, which were ordered; 
and the motion to lay the billon the table was de- 





Cided ; , . : 
ied in the negative by the following vote: Yeas. 


treasury notes,) was then rejected without a divi-i 


sion. The bill and anendment were then further 
discussed by other members, and, after a few mo- 
ments thus spent, Mr. Peirikin iwnoved to lay the 
bill on the table. Mr. S. Williams demanded the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered; and the motion 
was decided in the affirmative by the following 
vote: Yeas 94, nays 91. So the bill was again laid 
on the table. 

The house then, on motion, went into committee 
of the whole, (Mr. Underwood in the chair.) and 
took up several District bills for consideration, in 
pursiance of the special order of the day. 

The committee had made but little progress, 
when, a bill for the erection of a court-honse in 
Alexandria being under consideration, Mr. Petri- 
kin moved to strike out the enacting clause. He 
did this upon the ground that it was an extravagant 
and unnecessary appropriation. 

Messrs. Bouldin, Dawson and Jenifer, severally 
made remarks to the point that there was no court- 
honse belonging to the United States in Alexandria; 


(that it was necessary that there should be one.— 


They were willing to go for whatever sum the com- 
inittee should decide ought to be appropriated for 
that purpose, if that named in the bill were thought 
to be too large. 

Mr. Petrikin said he had some facts in his posses- 
sion on this subject, which influenced him to oppose 
this bill. A banking-house belonging to the Uni- 
ted States had been offered the government for the 
purposes of the proposed court-house. But this 
was not to be heard of, because there were certain 
people who wished that their fine plat of ground 
should be purchased forthis purjose. The way the 
honest yeomanry of his country erected courthous- 
es was, to tax the oxen and farming implements of 
the farmer. But here, surrounded by luxury and 
dissipation of every kind, costly buildings were to 
be erected to subserve private speculators’ ends, &c. 
He adherred to his motion. A division was then 
called for on this motion, and resulted as follows: 
Ayes 9, noes 31. No quorum, (only forty mem- 
bers being present; it was then precisely 3 o’clock. ) 
The chairmnan vacated the chair, (which the spea- 
ker took,) and the former reported this fact to the 
house. 

Mr. Dawson asked if there was no way in which 
a querum of inembers could be secured to attend 
to the public business? 

Mr. Mercer and McKennan each suggested that 
the only mode in which this could be accoinplished 
was to yo on with, and completely to carry into ef- 
fect, a call of the house. Mr. £. Whittlesey sng 
gested another inode, which was, to passa rule that 
no member should be entitled to his per diem for 
the day on which, on a call of yeas and nays, he 
should be found to be absent. 
a call of the house: Ayes 25, noes 28. Lost, 53 
meinbers only being present. Mr. Williams, of 
North Carolina, moved a reconsideration of this 
vote. Mr. Cushman asked the yeas and nays. Or- 
dered and taken: Yeas 65, navs 29. So (94 mem- 
bers being present) acall of the house was ordered, 
and proceeded. On the first call of the roll 110 
members answered to their names. After the se- 
cond call (of absentees) there were found to be 
131) members present. Mr. Cambreleng moved to 
suspend all further proceedings under the call; 
which motion prevailing, the house again resolved 
itself into coinmittee of the whole, (as detailed ir 
our last report,) the business proceeded till 20 min- 
utes past 5 o’clock, when the committee, after three 
counts, at which, severally, 71, 76, and 95 mem- 
bers only were found to be present, rose, and re- 
ported that fact to the house. 

The Speaker then took the chair, and, having 
counted the house, announced that there were 123 
inembers within the bar, and the house went again 
into committee of the whole, (at half past five 
o’clock.) 

The question as to taking up the Falmouth and 
Alexandria railroad (senate) bill previously to the 


was then in order, and the division upon this ques- 


and reported 110 only to be present. 
The Speaker again took the chair. 


house—the Speaker returning tothe chair. A mo- 
tion was then made to adjourn. Mr. Adams de- 
tnanded the yeas and nays. On ordering the yeas 
and nays (requiring one-fifth) 19 rose in the affir- 
mative, and 83 in the negative. The motion to 
adjourn was then decided in the negative by the 
following vote, (by tellers,) ayes 47, noes 55. So 
the house (at 6 o’clock) refused to adjourn, and 
there was no quorum present. A call of the house 
was then demanded. Mr. Mercer asked for the 
yeas and nays on this motion, as inflicting the only 
punishment the house could inflict on the absen- 
tees—an exposure of those absent. The yeas and 
nays were ordered, and the motion that there be a 
call of the house was decided in the negative by the 
following vote: Yeas 58, nays 65. 

The Speaker then deciding that a quorum (123) 
was present, the house, of course, again went into 
committee of the whole. And the chairman re- 
sumed the chair, and the committee went on with 
the business referred to it. 

At 7 o’clock the committee rose, and reported 
the following bills without amendment: 

1. A bill relating to the orphans’ court of Alex- 
andria county. 

5. A bill to make temporary provision for the 
comfort and support of certain lunatics in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

And the following were reported with certain 
amendments: 

2. A bill for the relief of the widow and hcirs-at- 
law of the late Lewis Grant Davidson, d: ceased. 

3. A bill making appropriations for the support 
of the penitentiary in the District of Columbia. 

4. A bill to provide a free bridge across the east- 
ern branch of the river Potomac, in the city of 
Washington. 

6. A bill for the erection of a court house in 
Alexandria, in the District of Colun.bia. 

7. A bill (from the senate) to establish a crimi- 
nal court in the Distaict of Columbia. 

8. A bill (from the senate) to incorporate the 
medical society of the District of Columbia. 

9. A bill (from the senate) permitting the exten- 
sion of the Falinouth and Alexandria railroad 
through tne District of Columbia, and for other 

urposes. 

The bills above marked 1 and 5 were ordered to 





tion was as follows, (by tellers,) ayes 70, noes 43. 
No quorum, The chairman counted the house, | that subject. 


Mr. Haynes then moved an adjournment. Lost: | 
Ayes 58, noes 67. And this vote disclosing the | ference to the extention of the pension laws to the 
presence of a quorum, the Speaker again left the | widows of persons engaged in western wars. He 
chair, and the chairman resumed it, in committee | asked the yeas and nays; but the house refused to 
of the whole. The question upon taking up the | order them; and the resolution was decided in the 
railroad bill recurring, the following was the divi-| negative—Ayes 93, noes 56, (not two-thirds.) 
sion, (by tellers,) ayes 62, noes 40. No quorum. 


be engrossed, and read a third time; and, being so 
read, were passed. 

The house then took up the dill above marked 2, 
'with the amendments reported by the commiitee. 

Pending the saine, the house, at half past seven 
o’clock, on motion, adjourned. 

Tuesday. June 12. Messrs. Towns, of Georgia, 








| Dennis, of Maryland, Mercer and Banks, vf Virgi- 
tia, obtained leave to present petitions; which were 
Mr. Everett moved | respectively referred. 


On motion of Mr. Grennell, 

Resolved, That from and after this day the house 
will have a daily recess from 2 o’clock till half past 
3 o’clock P. M. 

She Speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion froin the secretary of the navy, in compliance 
with a resolution of the house of the 28th ult. re- 
questing the secretary of the navy to communicate 
to the house copies of all letters, communications, 
documents, and correspondence which have passed 
_between him and the navy commissioners, naval 
'constructors, and all other officers and persons rel- 
ative tothe building and equipment of the steam- 
frigate Fulton, also, 

A communication in answer to aresolution of the 
house of the 28th ult. requiring the secretary of the 
navy to report the contemplated alterations in the 
steain-battery Fulton. 

Several reports were received and a number of 
resolutions of a local or private nature were offered. 
Mr. Yell, from the committee on the publie lands, 
| obtained leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be cirected to 
‘communicate to this honse, without delay, copies 
(of all cominunications from general Natban Ar- 











other bills on the calendar, which was pending | buckle, during the last twelve months, in relation 
when the committee found itself without a quorum, | to the probability of an Indian war upon the wes- 


| tern frontier; with such other information as may 
be in possession of the war department touching 


The resoluticn was agreed fo. 


Mr. Carter made another efiort to have Saturday 
set apart for the consideration of certain bills in re- 


| An act to recognize the district court in the 


">> Nays 98. Mr. Yell’s amendment (to the effect | (It was now 20 minutes before 6 o’clock.) The | state of Mississippi, was read a third time and pass- 


"at ho more money be spent upon the erection of 





treasury building until the country is relieved of 


chairman again counted the committee, and the| ed. 
tellers reported as follows: Ayes 70, noes 32. No 


M. E, Whittlesey asked leave to offer the follow. 


¢ debt incurred by an issue of ten millions of; quorum. And the fact was again reported to thejing resolution: 
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Resolved, That no representative of this house 
siiali be entitled to receive a per diem allowance 
for any day he shall not answer to his name on the 
fiist cali of the namesofthe members, when a call ot 
the house shall be ordered by a majority of the me:n- 
bers preseut unless he shall have been absent on 
the business of the house, and by its order or per- 
miasion, or unless he shall have been detained by 
sickness, within the provision of the second section 
of the act of January 22, 1815, allowing compensa- 


tion to members of congress, ang to the delegates cf 


territories, or unless he shall be excused by the 


house for not being present; and it shall be the! 


duty of the clerk tocertify tothe speaker the names 
of allsuch absentees, not within the excepted cases; 
and the speaker shall not include a per diein allow- 
ance for such absent member, not within the ex- 
ceptions, for the day of such absence, in any dratt 
he may draw to enable sucha member to obtain his 
other pay. 

The reception of the resolution being objected 
to, Mr. W. moved a suspension of the rales to ena- 
ble him to o.fer it; and asked the yeas and nays on 
this motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. W. said he cid not wish to press the consi- 
deraiion of the resolution this day, but to be allow- 
ed to offer it now, that it might lie one day. Mr. 
Hopkins moved to iay the resolution on the table. 

Mi. Whittlesey demanded the yeas and nays on 
this motion, and they were ordered by the house; 
Whereupon, Mr. Hopkins withdrew bis motion, 

The qnestion on suspending the rules was then 
oo and decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 

reas 89, nays 98. 

So the rules were not suspended, and the resolu- 
tion could not therefore be ofiered. 

An act granting land in aid of the Rock river and 
lake Michigan canal was read a third time, and 
passea, 

The house then on motion of Mr. Boon went 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr Craig in the cbair.) 

Mr. Shields made an etlort to have the commit- 
tee take up the bill authorizing the state of ‘Tennes- 
see lo issue patents and perfict titles to certain va- 


cant and unappropriated lands within her himits, | 


but. alter conversation, aithdrew the motion. 
The committee then took up the pre-emption 


bill. 
Mr. Randolph, who had the floor, addressed the 


com nittee at considerable length, in oppusiiion to | 


the bill. He traced the successive steps in estab- 
lishing the pre-emption syste, dwelt on its eilects 
in encourazing frauds, diminishing the avails of 
the public Jands to the treasury, and sinking the 
the value of real estate generally. He insistec that 
the system was unfair to the old states, and injuri- 
ous to the national p:osperity. 

Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, next took the floor, 
on the opposite side, correcting some points stated 
by Mr. Randolph, and arguing to show that they 
inust be founded in error. He spoke in warin de- 
fence and enlogy of the settlers, and plead<d the 
cause of the west, as having conferred more bene- 
fills on the government than she had ever received 
froin it. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 


Lincoln, Underwood, Pope, Lyon, and Mason, of 


Ono. 

Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, moved his substitute 
(embracing several sections) for the whole bill. 

Mr. Underwood moved bis amendment to the ort- 
ginal bill, (requiring the pre-emptioner to make 
affidavit that he has not obtained a previous pre- 
e.uition richt.) 

[ We will publish a more detailed account of this 
day’s proceedings in the next “Recrsrer.” The 
house appeared to be disposed to sit ont the bill to 
night, but adjourned at past 5 o’clock.] 

Wednesday, June 13. Several p-titions were pre- 
sented, on leave, by different gentlemen, and va- 
riously disposed of. 

Mr. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, fro: the commit- 


tee on private land claims, to which was referred | 


the senate bill No. 89, for giving eifect tothe eighth 


articl> of the treaty of 1819, reported the views of 


the minority thereon, 


Mr. McKay, from the committee on military af- | 
fairs, reported a resolution in favor of the authori. | 


ties of the city of Savannah, in the state of Geor- 
gia; which resolution was ordered to be engrossed, 
and read a third time to-day. 

Mr. McKuy, tron the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported without anend:nent senate bill ‘te 
settle the construction of the act regulating the pay 
of payinasters in the ariny;” also, “for the relief of 
the heirs of gen. Williain Eaton.”’ 

Mr. Ingham, trom the coumittee on naval affairs, 
reported the following resolutions, which were read, 
and agreed to: 


Whereas the committee on naval affairs, to which 
were referred copies of letters, documents, aad 
communications called for by a resolution of the 


‘house olf representatives of the 7th of December | 


‘last, in relation to the delay of the sailing of the 
exploring expedition, with instructions to investi- 
gate the causes of delay, &c. have selected such 
parts thereof as in their judgment may be imaterial 
in such investigation: therefore, 

Resolved, That the clerk cause the same to be ar- 
ranged in chronological order, with an index desig- 
nating the name of the author of eacn paper, and 
of the person to whom it is addressed, with its date; 
and when the same shall be so arranged and prepared, 
he is required to cause the usual number of copies 
to be printed. 

Resolved further, That the clerk cause the re- 
mainder of said copies, the same having been rejec- 
ted by said committee as unnecessary to be printed, 
to be in like manner, arranged, indexed, and bound, 
and preserved among the documents of the house. 

Mr. Howard, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, oitered the following resolution: 

**Resolved, That Saturday next, the 16th inst. af- 
ter the hour of 11 o’clock, be assigned for the con- 
sideration of the bill to provide for the satisfaction 
of claims due to certain American citizens for spo- 
liations committed on their commerce prior to the 
Sist of July, 1801.” 

The resolution was negatived without a division. 

Mr. Legare, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, presented a report upon the subject of certain 
memorials referred to that committee, from the 
New York “peace society,” and other individuals, 
with regard to the settlement of international dis- 
putes by arbitrament. Mr. Howard, under instruc- 
tion, moved to print ten thousand extra copies. Mr. 
Petrikin objecting. Mr. Howard moved that the 
rules be suspended for the purpose of making the 
motion to print. This motion prevailed—-Ayes 101, 
noes not counted. Messis. Cushing and Dromgoole, 
of the same committee, bore testimony to the me- 
rits and great value of the report, without pledging 
themselves to sustain its views, 

The motion to print prevailed, 

Mr. Dromgoole, trom tne committee on foreign 
affairs, npon the subject of the annexation of Texas 
to the United States, reported, that there is now no 
proposition pending in this house either for the ad- 
mission of the republic of Texas as a state into the 
union, or for its territorial annexation to the United 
States. 

The committee do not deem it advisable to re- 
|cominend any action on the part of the house of re- 
presentatives calculated to prejudge any such pro- 
position should it hereafter be formally submitted 
for decision, or to forestal publie sentiment in re- 
lation thereto, In consideration whereof, the fol- 
lowing resolution is reported: 

Resolved, That the committee on foreign affairs 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
whole subject, and that all the papers relating there- 
to, and to thern referred, be laid on the table. 

Mr. Cushing called fora division of the question, 
so that it night be first taken upon that part of the 
report which proposed tu discharge the ecominittee 
on foreign affairs. Mr. C. dissented from the re- 
port entirely, and should, before he sat down, move 
a recommitment, for the purpose of having the snb- 
j ct more deliberately and argumentatively presen- 
ted tothe house. It was due to the country and 
the subject. The preaisble says there is no propo- 
sition before the house for the annexation of Texas 
to the United States. This might be technically, in 
strict parliamentary language, correct; since there 
was not any motion or resolution pending in the 
house for the annexation of Texas. But Mr. 
C. denied that this was, in substance, correct. 
Three states of this union, Tennessee, Alaba. 
ma, and Mississippi, have passed resolutions for 
ithe adinission of Tcxas into the union; and of 











'two at least of these states, the resolutions have | 


| been presented bere, and are in the possession of 
ithe house. In addition to which 
had applied to the United States for admission. 
This proposition was pending now, and in force; 
and not, as the lite re; ort of the secretary of state 
would seem to intimate, withdrawn from the cog- 
nizance of the government. By the very latest in- 
telligence from Texas, the senate of that republic 
had distinctly refused to withdraw the application. 
| Now, some gentlemen might think that this appli- 
cation was within the cognizance of the executive 
only, as in the first instance. Mr. C. maintained 
the contrary most positively. Congress, the house, 


of the president in regard to it. 








disinterestedly. 





| 


Texas herself | 





See 
of the house to see to the interests and the 
the people upon this vital question. The « 
tion docs not give to the executive any powe, to 
admit new states. It is for congress to do it, so la 
as the power resides any wheie. Let COuvress it 
the house, speak, and speak out, in the face of the 
country and world. 

Furthermore. Three ofthe states, Obio, Mich. 
gan, and Massachusetts, have sent here resojutions 
sulemnly remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas. It is due to those three states, also, to ex. 
press our opinions frankly on the subject. Tt was 
due to the thousands upon thousands of petitione; 
whose petitions on this subject load the table, m 
express our opinions. They ask it, they demaid 
it, they have a right to it. How long is this house 
to fold itself in the mantle of its dignity, coveriyo 
itselfup in darkness, refusing to utter iis opinions 
suppressing opinions and debate, disdaining, as jt 
were, to eet the people fairly in the light of day 
manfully and honestly, as becomes their represch. 
tatives? Mr. C. insisted upon the duty of the com. 
mittee to make a full, argumentative report. He 
would not undertake to discuss the merits of the 
question. He was conscious it would be out of or. 
der, and he had no disposition, on this or any other 
question, to debate out of order. But he desired to 
sce a full report, and therefore he subisitted the 
following motion: 

That the report be recommitted to the same com. 
mittee with instructions to make report thereon jn 
full as to the merits of the questions presented by 
the resolutions of the legislatures of the several 
states of Tennessee, Alabama, Michigan, Ohio, 
and Massachusetts, and of the various petitions 
before the house on the subject of Texas. 

Mr. Carler, of Tennessee, said he differed ep. 
tirely frown the gentleinan from Massacliusetts as to 
this subject. Althongh his (Mr. Carter’s) own 
state legislature had memorialized congress on this 
question, yet bis own course thereupon in this 
house had gone to show that his opinions cid not 
correspond precisely with these of his legis! ture 
upon this point. He doubted the expediency of 
annexing Texas to the union. 

The Chair reminded the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee that this question was not now belore the 
house, 

Mr. Carter said he had only intended to express 
his own opinion, and to show that he was acting 
No question was then b: fore the 
house for the annexation of Texas, except as in- 
cidentally raised by the presentation of memorials, 
legislative resolutions, &ce. Nor could it be tairly 
a question for the house to consider till a report 
from a committee had been made thereon. 

Mr. C. would say to the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, why not bring forward a counter report 
on this subject if dissatisfied with the report of the 
committee? He would warn that gentleman that 
this was a question that would agitate the country 
from Maine to Georgia, and that the result of that 
agitation might not be such as that honorable mew- 
ber might perhaps prefer. Therefore he t! ought 
that the committee, in offering the resolutions they 
had done, had acted a prudent and proper part. 
Were the gentleinan to have brought forward 4 
counter report, the question would then be fairly 
raised for the house and the country to decide; bul 
at present no such question was before the house. 

The subject was a perplexing one. It was @l- 
ready agitating the country, and the more if was 
discussed the more it would agitate the land. I! 
had been with diffienlty that the whole mass of th 
southern community have been restrained from pe- 
tioning congress in favor of the annexation. Mr. 
C. again repeated what were his individual opinions 
on this qnestion; and said that, if instructed by hs 
constituents to vote contrary to those opinions, | 
being a matter of expediency he should do so. In 
the absence of instructions, he held it to be equall¥ 
his duty to vote according to the best of his jndg- 
ment. But he did beg the gentleman from Massa 
chusetts (Mr. Cushing) not to embarrass this 10 
tion of the committee. Let him briny in, if be 
thonght proper, a counter report. ty 

Mr. Cushing here remarked that, under the clr 
cumstances attending the introduction ef the report 
of the majority, it had been impossible for hisn 10 
prepare a counter report. Mr. Droomyoole said 
that no proposition for a minority report, or any 
thing of the kind, had ever been made in comul- 
tee. Mr. Adams asked if the numerous legislail’e 
resolutions, and the memorials of thousands and 
tens of thousands of the citizens of this coun!ry, 


rights of 
‘OUStIty. 


the people of the United States, were under noobli-|in relation to this subject, had ever received five 
gation to wait ia such a matter for the initiative! minutes’ consideration in the committee on foreiz8 
We, the represen- | affairs? Mr. Dromgoole said he had but one answet 
tatives of the people, have the same power and right 'to make to this question; which was, to deny eXx- 
isthe president to act upon it inthe initiative. He plicitiy any right of that meimber, or any. other 
| night not be disposed to do right. It was the duty| member, to catechise the committee, as to its ac- 
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tien. Mr. Adams immediately rose, (amidst varied 
oiies of “order!” ‘xo on! &c.) and said: That is 
enough; sir! That, sir, is enough for this house, 
gnd for the country. The committee refuse to an- 
sel. [Much confusion.] Mr. Carter proceeded, 
and urged the adoption of the resolution reported 
by the committee. ; : 

Mr. Pickens said he concurred in the motion of 
the honorsble gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Cushing,) to recomcut, with instructions to report 
cone proposition for the action of the honse. He 
was for meeting this question boldly, frankly, firm- 
ly. He could not agree with the honorable gentle- 
man fron Tennessee, (Mr. Carter,) as to the etfect 
of azitating this question. He did not dread such 
aritvtiion. He was for letting it goon. It would 
not be the first question that had agitated the Aime- 
rican p2ople. H- desired to meet it at once. He 
was for letting the country see who was for and who 
was against his people. The legislature of his own 
state, as well as that of his friend’s state, (Te :nes- 
see,) and those of several other states, had sent up 
hitherto their resolutions upon the question. It 
was agitated on the other side, all over the non- 
slaveholdins part of the country, and by their re- 
presentatives upon that floor, for tnonths past. it 
was time to meet it; it was time to take a decided 
and bold stand upon it. As adistinguished mem- 
ber (Mr. Adains) of the Massachusetts delegation 
had said on a former occasion, it was a question of 
union or disunion. The Speaker reminded the gen- 
tlenan from South Carolina that he was straying 
from the question before the honse. Mr. Pickens 
repeated that he desired to meet this great question 
at one>; and that, therefure, he was in favor of Mr. 
Cushinz’s motion to recommit, with instructions. 
H: desired that the country should know the trne 
position of the questicn. One thing was very cer- 
tain; if this govern.nent did not exercise a control 
over Texas, Great Britain wonld. The Speaker 
azain called to order. Mr. Pickeas concluded by 
urging the adoption of Mr. Cushing’s proposition. 

Mr. Cushmzn said that a proposition to annex an 
indevend-nt republic to this union should properly 
cone from that republic. No such proposition had | 
been made to that house. For the purpose of ar- 
resting what he thouzht was a debate altogether 
irregular, he would move the previous question. | 
(Laughter.] | 

Mach confusion then ensned; and Mr. Pickens, 
remarked, “thatis atest question!” and Mr. Adains 
asked the mover to withdraw the motion, to allow 
hin to reply to the arzuinent with which the mo- 
tion had been pretaced by himself (Mr. Cushman.) 

Mr. Mercer asked what would be the main qnes- 
tion; to which the Speaker replied, on the adoption 
of the resolution oifered by the committee on for 
eirn atfairs, to discharge that committee from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

The vote on seconding the motion for the previ- 
ous question stood, ayes 74, noes 81; so there was 
nos-eond: and the questioa recurred upon the re- 
solution vifered by Mr. Cushing, to recoinmit, with 
iustractions. (See above.) 

Mr. Howard then tonk the floor; but the hourap- 
propriated to morning business having elaps-d, the 
house, on motion, took up the order of the day, and 
went into co:nmittee of the whole (Mr. Craig in the 
chair) upon the pre emption bill. 

Mr. Chapman, of Alabaina, defended the bill ina 
short speech, and was followed by Mr. Preatiss, of 
Mississippi, who spoke at great length, onthe same 
side; after which, Mr. Robertson took the floor, and 
spoke till the hour of recess, in opposition to the bill, 
without concluding. 

The co:nmnittee then rose. The speaker took 
the chair, and (at 2 o’clock) the honse took a re- 
cess, according to the new standing order, till half 
past 3 o’clock. 





WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

At half past three o’clock, the house met, (but 
Without a quoruin.) After some difficulty and he- 
Sitation on this subject— 

Mr. Robertson, of Virginia, resumed the course 
ofhis remarks in opposition to the bill, quoting, 
and extensively commenting upon, a report of 
Ethan Allen Brown, late commissioner of the ge- 
Neral land office,and Mr. Fritz’s testimony as to the 
frauds and abuses under the pre-einption laws. 

Mr. Cushing followed, in support of the biil, con. 
tending that the principle of pre-emption grants had 

een practised since the first settlement of the conn- 
ly, and was embodied in the laws of Massachu- 
setts, which he quoted in support of this position. 

(Mr. Lincola disouted this.] 

Mr, C. continued his remarks, in the course of 
Which he inquired whether the United States go- 
Vverntnent could show any better title to the soil of 


this country than could these settlers to their little 
rns? 





Mr. Underwood spoke in opposition to the systein; | 
stated the evils which had attended its operation in| 
Kentucky, where he bad been intimately acquaint- | 
ed with all its etieects; expressed his desire to get | 
rid of it as a part of the policy of the general go- | 
vernment for the future, and bis willingness, on; 
that condition, to grant pre-einptions to all now set- 
tled on the public domain; but s‘ated his own plan | 
of entry, at prices to be gradually reduced, abolish- | 
ing all sales at auction. 

Mr. Garland. of Louisiana, replied with earnest- | 
hess and warmth, defending the pre-e:sption system | 
against Mr. U.’s objections; and then went into an 
exposition and defence of the amendment he had | 
moved as a substitute for the existing plan. | 

At half past 7 o’clock, a motion was made cae 
the rising of the committee, but negatived—Ayes | 
58, noes 70). | 

[The hall was now lighted, and the indications | 
were that the bill was to be disposed of this eve- | 
ning.] 

Mr. Garland resumed, and having spoken half an 
hour longer, and concluded his reinarks— 

Mr. Snyder, of Iilinois, obtained the floor, but 
yielded it that the question might be taken on the 
amendinent inovea by Mr. Underwood, requiring 
the affidavit of the pre-einptioner that he had ob- 
tained no previous pre-emption right. 

After some explanations by Mr. Lincoln, and a 
brief speech in favor of the amendinent by Mr. 
Williams, of North Carolina, the question was taken 
and the vote upon it stood—Ayes 47, noes 69. (No 
quorum.) 

After some confusion and desultory conversation 
as to the best mode of proceeding, 

Mr. Bellsuyzzested that it would be best to take a 
question pro forma in committee on all the amend- 
iments proposed, and let them be renewed in the 
house. 

This was agreed to. 

Mr. Underwood’s amendment was negatived. 

Mr. Mayinoved the following as a new section: 

**Sec.—. And be it further enacted, That any per- 
son, being the head of a family, wlio now is settled 
on, or who shall hereafter settle on, any of the pub. 
lic lands of the United States, and who shail con 
tinue to reside on and cultivate the sane for the 
period of twelve months, shall. upon making proof 
thereof, according to the provisions of this act, be | 
entitled toa right of pre-einption to one quarter 
section.” 

Thls ainendment was rejected. 

Mr. Lewis moved an amendment the object of 
which was to meet the case of certain citizens of 
Alabama who had settled on lands in Alabatna, to 
which the Indian title bad not been extinguished, 
and whose pre-emption rights had been defeated by 
being included within reservations made by the 
Indians in the treaty by which the land was after. 
wards ceded to the United States. Mr. L’samend- 
inent proposed to allow thein to locate their claims 
on other vacant lands belonging to the United 
States. 

Mr. L. explained the hard case of those for whose 





the democratic citizens of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, convened at the county court house 
on Monday evening last, at which a number of regso- 
lutions were adopted in favor oi the immediate pas- 
sage of the independent treasury bill now betore 
congress. He moved that these proceedings shuuid 
be printed, and laid upon the tabie; which was or- 


dered accordingly, after they had been read. 


Mr. B. also presented a memorial from a number 
of citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
in favor of the passage of the independent treasury 
bill, and against the establishinent of a national 
bank. Laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Morris presented the proceedings of a con- 
veniion of the banks in Ohio, in favor of so modily- 
ing the deposite act of 1336 as to receive the notes 
of banks that since that time had issued notes less 
than five dollars. Laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. King, the committee on com- 
inerce Were discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petitions of two individuals relating to 
improvements in light-houses. 

On inotion of Mr. Grundy, the bill from the house, 
requiring that the United States district couri in 
Tennessee should be held at Jackson, was cousi- 
dered, ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and, by consent, read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate took n 
Mr. Williams’ motion for l-ave to bring in a bill for 
instituting a joint commission—British and Ameri- 
can—of exploration and survey, to determine the 
northeastern boundary of the United States on the 
basis of the treaty of 1783. 

Mr. Webster spoke at large on the subject. chiefly 
with a view to show that the line designated by the 
treaty of 1783 was well defined, and easily and 
readily to be found, . 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, with the assent of 
the mover, the motion for leave was again laid on 
the table, with a view to call it up to-morrow or 
next day. 

On motion of Mr. Preston, the senate took up the 
joint resolution offered by him to annex Texas to 
the United States. 

Mr. Southard, remarking on the number of sena- 
tors absent, and the importance of the measure pro- 
posed, moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. Preston inquired if this was designed to be final 
tor this session in regard to the resolution. Mr. 
Southard replied that he could speak only for him- 
self; but, as far as he was concerned, it was desiyzn- 
ed to be final, as he should not vote forazain takin 
it up at this session, but he temporarily withdrew 
the motion at the request of 

Mr. Calhoun, who objected to that part of the 
preamble which declares that a portion of the United 
States territory was surrendered by the treaty with 
Spain; butspoke strongly in favor of the mai. ob- 
ject of the resolution, and expressed the hope that 
if the resolution were now laid on the table, it 
would shortly again be called up. 
| After a brief conversation by Messrs. Preston, 

Lumpkin, Calhoun, and Southard, almost wholly re- 





benefit the amend:nent was intended, who had been | lating to the question whether the resolution if 
ousted from their improvements by the arranzeiments | now laid on the table, would probably again be cal- 


ol a treaty. 

Mr. Johnson, of La..inquired whether the ainend- 
inent gave these setilers floating rights to be located 
on any lands in the state? 

Mr. Lewis replied in tne affirinative: but, as this 
was objected to, consented to modify his amend- 
ment by striking out the clause granting the “flout”. 

Tie amendments was objected to by Mr. Maz- 
well and Mr. Briggs as being the saine,insubstanee, 
with a bill introduced for the same object, and not 
yet acted upon. 

Mr. Lewis resisted this objection. 

But the amendment of Mr. Lewis was ruled by 
the Chair to be out of order, on the ground stated. 

Several other amendinents were oifered, some of 
which were rejected; but it was agreed that they 
should all be printed and laid on the tables of mem- 
bers ready for the action of the house to-morrow. 
It was generally understood thatth+ bill shonld be 
finally disposed of the next day. [Thursday;] with 
which understanding the committee rose at half past 
8 o’clock. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the cotmninissioner ot the general land office, con- 
taining information called for by the resolution of 
the house of the 11th instant, as to what quantity 
of land scrip would be required in his judgment for 
satisfying the outstanding military bounty land war- 
rants granted by the commonwealth of Virginia. 

Two resolutions of minor iinportance were olfer- 
ed, after which the house adjourned. 





THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate, Mr. Buchinan presented the pro- 
ceedings of a numerous and respectable meeting of 


‘led up, Mr. Southard, having in the course of the 
conversation, a second time made and withdrawn 
his rnotion to lay the resolution on the table, de- 
clared, in aspirit of courtesy. that he should not 
again renew it; whereupon, Mr. Norvell renewed 
the motion to lay the resolution oe the table; 
which motion was carried in the affirmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bavard, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay, of Ken., Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Lyon, McKean, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, 
Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Southard, Wall, Webster, 
Williams, Wright, Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Calhonn, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, Preston, 
Rives, Sevier, Strange. Trotter, White—14. 

On motion of Mr. Linn, the senate proceeded to 
consider the bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and 
others. 

This bill was disenesed at much length by Messrs, 
Linn, Grundy, Niles, Rohinson, Wright, and Bay- 
ard, and, on motion of Mr. Hubbard, was for the 
time laid on the table. 

The senate then adjourned. 








In the house, the bill to authorize the issuing 
land warrants in certain cases was read the third 
time, passed, and sent to the senate for concurr: nee. 

A joint resolution in favor of the aut! orities of 
the city of Savannah, Georgia, was read the third 
| time and passed. 

The ainendinent of the senate to the bill making 
an appronriation for completing the publie bnild- 
ings in Wisconsin, was concurred in by the house. 
So the bill is passed. 
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‘Tue amendments oi the senate to the amendinents | 
of the house to the bill “appropriating alternate 
sections of land to aid in the construction of a canal 
from Rock river to Milwaukie, in Winconsin,”’ 
were concurred in by the house, 

Mr. C. H. Williams moved to take up Mr. Boon’s 
resolution to fix a day of adjournment. Objection 
being nade, he moved to suspend the rules, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which, being taking, re- 
sulted as follows: Yeas 82, nays 55. 

‘There not being two-thirds, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Potts noved to publish two-thousand extra 
copies of a report of the secretary of the navy on 
the exploring expedition; but the motion was neg- 
atived. 

Mr. Panter, of Pennsylvania, on leave, present- 
ed a memorial in favor oi the sub-treasuary bill. 

Mr. Curler once more made an etiort to get a day 
appointed for the consideration of certain bills tu 
extend the pension laws to Indian wars, but he 
azain failed: Yeas 88, nay 81; (not two-thirds. ) 

Tue house then resuined the unfinished business 
of yesterday morning. 

And the question being on the following resolu- 
tion, reported yesterday by Mr. Diomgoole, tron 
the conmittee on foreign aifairs: 

‘Resolved, That the committee on foreign af- 
fairs be discharged from the further consideration 
of the whoie subject, and that all the papers relat- 
ing thereto, and to them referred, be laid on the 
table.” 

And on the amendment thereto by Mr. Cushing, 
Mr. Howard rose, but vielded the ttoor at the re- 
quest of Mr. W., Thompson, who moved to amend 
the ainendinent as follows: 

Strike out all after ‘‘instructions,’’ and insert; 
“To report a joint resolution, direciing the presi- 
dent to take the proper steps for the annexation of 
Texas to the United States, as soon as it can be 
done consistently with the treaty stipulations of 
this government.” 

Mr. Howard said that he regretted that the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. 
Cushinan) for the previous question had not been 
sustained yesterday by the house. He could not 
anticipate a single good result from the prolonga- 
tion of a general debate upon the subject of Texas, 
but, on the contrary, inauy evils, even greater than 
the useless consumption of valuable time. As 
the vote of the house, however, has been against 
the previous question, he had risen yesterday to 
vindicate, as lar as he could, the committee on fo- 
reign aifairs froin the implied charge of failure to 

erforin a duty entrusted to them by the house. 

he ainendment now offered by the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. Thompson) gives to the ques- 
tion an entirely new aspect, and he would be com- 
peiled to digress from what had been his sole, and 
still was his main purpose, in order to make some 
remarks upon the new state of the case. The house 
was inaster of its own actions, and could, nodoubt, 
orizinate a proposal for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States; but a committee could only act 
upon the matters referred to thein, and he intended 
to show that no proposition had been heretofore be- 
fore the house; and, consequently, the coininittee 
could have made no other report, with propriety, 
than the one which they had made. A reference 
to the journal would show that, at an early period 
of the session, the house had, by the decisive vote 
of 127 to 63, five more than the inajority of the en- 
tire house, determined to lay upon the table all 
memorials upon the subject of Texas. All com- 
mittees oughtto regulate their action by the ex- 
pressed will of the house. He thought this posi- 
tion would not be dispnted. The subject would, 
therefore, have slept upon the cle rk’s table, if'a pe- 
tition, presented alterwards by one of the delega- 
tion from Maine (Mr. Noyes,) had not been re- 


ferred to the committee on foreign athairs, when the, 


attention of the house was not called to it. Juris- 
diction having been thus given to the committee by 
the reference of this straggling petition, there 
ceased to be any objection to the adoption of a reso- 
lution offered by the gentleman froin Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Adains,) sending to them the entire mass of 
petitions froin individuals, the magnitude of which 
might be measured by cubic feet, and, also, the re- 


solutions of several legislatures, which had express- 


ed their opinions upon the subject. But he did not 
consider these papers as raising a question. They 
were only intended, he thought, to bear upon the 
question after it was raised in some other way. At 
the extra session we had printed and circulated a 
jarge edition of the correspondence between Mr. 
Forsyth and gen. Hunt, and, although the proposi- 
tion for annexation was not entertained by the 
president, yet there was a reasonable ground for 
supposing that the subject might be renewed, and 
al] these evidences of public opinion were probably 
prepared to meet the contingency when it should 


happen. But it had not happened. The docu- 
inents before us show that it bad not. On the 4th 
of August, 1837, gen. Hunt addressed a letter to 
the secretary of state, proposing the annexation of 
Texas to the United States: and in his reply of the 
25th of August, Mr. Forsyth not only declines the 
proposition, but even declines to reserve it for fulure 
consideration. No language could be more explicit 
than this. .It was impossible to mistake it. The 
minister plenipotentiary of Texas, in his answer of 
September 12, showed that he did not mistake it, as 
will be evident from the following paragraph: 

‘The undersigned most respecttully assures the 
honorable Mr. Forsyth, and, through him, his ex- 
cellency the president of the United States, that 
the prompt and decisive rejection of the proposi- 
tion for the annexation of Texas to the United 
States will not be imputed to an unfriendly spirit 
towards the government and people of Texas.”’ 

The prompt and decisive rejection of the proposi- 
tion. It was, indeed, so. There was no proposi- 
tion, therefore, pending before the executive branch 
ot the government, and, of course, this house had 
none before it, derived from the documents com- 
municated by the president. From what quarter, 
therefure, could any proposition have come, so as 
to place before the com niltee a subject upon which 
they could act?) There was none from Texas, and 
he theught there was none either in the resolutions 
of legislatures, or petitions of individuals, which 
had flooded the house in such numbers, 

At this point the morning hour expired, and the 
discussion went over to to-morrow. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, and resumed the consideration of 
the pre-emption bill. 

After soine desultory conversation, the question 
was put on the first amendinent reported from the 
committee of the whole, as follows: 

Strike outall after the word ‘‘provisions,” and in- 
sert: “Certain fractions or regular legal subdivi- 
sions of the public lands, which have been reserved 
from sale in consequence of the filing of a claim to 
a French or Spanish grant or donation, which was 
found, or which hereatter may be found, on actual 
survey or location of such claim or claims, to be 
without the limits of said claim, or any other re- 
servation, except as is hereinbefore specified.” 

This araendinent was agreed to. 

The second amendment was then read, as follows: 

“Or tothe lands lately acquired by treaty with 
the Miami tribe of Indians in the state ot Indiana, 
of which proclamation was made by the president 
of the United States on the 22d day of December, 
1837,” 


Mr. Lincoln now offered his amendment to this | 


amendinent, as foilows: 

‘In line thirty first, after the word states, add: 
orto any sections or fractions of sections of land 
included within the location of any incorporated 
town, or to the alternate sections to other alternate 
sections granted tothe use of any canal, railroad, or 
other public improvement on the route of such canal, 
railroad, or other public improvement, or to any 
portions of been actually selected as sites for cities 
or towns, lotted into smaller quantities than eighty 
acres, and settled upon and occupied for the purposes 
of trade, and not of agricultural cultivation and 
improvement.” 

The amendment was debated at considerable 
length by Messrs. Lincoln, Harrison, Sherrod Wil- 
liums, Johnson, of Louisiana, Crary, Boon, Goode, 
and Tillinghust. 

When the question being taken upon Mr. Lin- 
coln’s amendment, it was carried, and the amend- 
inent thus amended was agreed to. 

The next awendinent was the following: 

‘Nor shall the benefit of this act extend to any 
person who has availed himself of a pre-emption 
right to the entry of any of the public lands, and 
acquired a title thereto by reason of such entry.” 

Mr Ewing moved a proviso to this amendment, 
but the chair pronounced it out of order at this 
time. Mr. White, of Indiana, also moved a pro- 
viso, which shared the same fate. Mr. Yell, Mr. 
Lyon, Mr. Johnson. of Louisiana, Mr. Harlan, Mr. 
Pope, Mr. Marvin, Mr. Williams, of North Caro- 


lina, debated the amendment until the expiration of 


the morning sitting, (at 2 o’clock.) 
The house then, according to the order recently 
established, took a recess to half past 3 o’clock. 
In the evening session the bill was finally order- 


ed to be engrossed for a third reading by a vote of 


132 to 70. Particulars in our next. 
CHRONICLE. 

New Hampshire. The legislature of this state 
met at Concord on Wednesday last, and organized 
by choosing Samuel Jones, president, and Asa 
Fowler, clerk of the senate. and ira A Eastman, 





speaker, and Jeremiah Elkins, clerk of the house, 


ee 
On the vote for speaker, honorable Ichabod B 
(whig) received 107 votes, and Mr. Easting 
Jacob B. Moore, of Concord, was the whi 
date for clirk of the house. 


Two Giraffes have arrived at New York in th, 
barque Prudent, from South Africa—another died 
on the way. They were imported for a Bosto, 
pee gro and cost the proprietors abcut ten ikou. 
sand dollars each. 

In 138 towns in Connecticut, out of 135 in the 
state, there are 767 insane and idiotic poor, of whom 
59 are in close confinement. It is found that ¢% 
persons become insane in the state on an average 
per annum. A committee of the legislature fe. 
commend the establishing of a state lunatic asy lu 


capable of accommodating 120 patients. 


The New York Gazette of Saturday states that 
the Rev. Dr. Eastburn has declined to accept the 
office of bishop of Maryland, to which station he 
was recently elected by the episcopal convention of 
that diocess. 


A great load. The Cleveland Herald states that 
on Saturday, the canal boat Danube, belonging to 
the Swiftsure line, brought to Cleveland by the ca. 
nal, a cargo consisting of 1,620 bushels of wheat 
100 barrels flour, and 1,772 Ibs. furniture—vweigh. 
ing, in all, 120,572 lbs; being larger by 1,530 Ibs, 
than any cargo previously transported on the canal, 


The Newport Mercury of Saturday announces 
that that number completes eighty years since the 
said paper was first publishkd by James, elder 
brother ef Dr. Benjamin Franklin. 

Expedition. <A requisiticn for arms and ammuni- 
tion made by general Maulsby at Havre-de-grace 
on the 8th instant, addressed to the executive at 
Annapolis, 65 uiles off, was answered by the delive. 
ry of 200 muskets and a full supply of hall car. 
tridges at Havre-de-grace at noon on the 10th in- 
stant. This extraordinary despatch was accom. 
plished by means of the facilities afforded by the 
Baltimore and Philadelphia rail road. The know- 
ledge of the receipt of the arms had the happy efiect 
of quieting the riotously dispused among the canal 
laborers, and we are satisfied that we shail not 
hear of any further disturbances. 

[ Ballimore Ameri can. 

Health of Washington City. The president of the 
board of health reports thirty-three deaths for the 
month of May. Of these there were of the age of 
two years and under, 12; between two and ten, 2; 
between ten and thirty, 5; between thirty and filty, 
7; between fifty and eighty, 7. 

Diseases.— Measels, 5; consumption, 4; rheuma- 
tism, 1; apopl>xy, 3; not reported, 4; bilivus pleuri- 
sy, 3; still born, 4; inflammation of lungs, 3; de- 
cline, 4; scarlet fever, 2. 

The anniversury. There is to be a great military 
encampment in Trenton on the 4th July. The 
Whole militia of New Jersey will ost probably be 
on the spot, together with many uniform compa- 
nies from New York and Philadelphia. No better 
3pot for a tented field could have been selected than 
this revolutionary battle ground. Baltimore also 
will be represented onthe occasion. The Maryland 
Cadets, cap'ain Newman, and the Baltimore City 
Guards, captain Thompson, two of the best drilled 
volunteer corps, intend joining inthe grand display. 
They will act as a batallion under the command of 
captain Newman. 


Ornithological Society, At ameeting on Friday, 
it was announced that the commissioners of wood3 
and forests were about to make ponds in the island 
in St. James’ park, for the use of the aquatic birds 
there located. It wasstated, as a curious fact, that 
many of the birds in the park fly away, even for 
months, but invariably return, if not arrested by 
the murderous aim of the fowler. [London peper 


Eook binding with india rubber, recently discover 
ed by Mr. Hancock, of London, where it is patron- 
ized by the Bank of England, insurance companies, 
and many of the most extensive nerchants, has been 
patented in the United States, by the inventor, and 
is now introduced in New York by Peter A. Me- 
sier. Sewing is completely superseded: and the 
book or ledger opens so perfectly as to present 4 
full, flat page, that may be written upon to the very 
edge. The sheets are originally cemented toge- 
ther with a solution of the rubber. Library books 
are bound in the same way. 


_ A company formed at Paris for exploring the ru- 
ins of Carthage, has already met with great suc- 
cess. A large house has been discovered on the 


artlert 
nh 125, 
§ Candi. 


fresco, similar to those at Pompeii, adorn many of 
the rooms, and beautifnl mosaics, representing men, 
women. and nymphs. fishes of various kinds, tigers, 





gazelles, &c. have heen found. Fifieen cases with 
these precious rlics have arrived at Toulon, and 
| will be brought to Paris. 
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